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Part of the validity of the knowledge disseminated in Rumi's Masnavi comes from
the types of author-narrator evidentiality about the subjects that are happening
or being narrated. In this article, the types and functions of the aforementioned
are interpreted as a cohesive element of signification. The result shows that the
Masnavi evidentialities is organized at two macro levels: direct and indirect, each
of which is a graduated way of indicating the degree of distance or
participation/interference of the author-narrator with the action of the narrative
or the events of the subject of representation. Direct evidentiality is visible in
three categories of self-disclosure, including the flow of the narrative, the state

Keywords: of the listener, and the present of the speaker, which indicates the close and
Masnavi Manavi, Validity | objective involvement and participation of the author-narrator in the present of
of Narration, the narrative. Indirect evidentiality, which indicates the relationship between the

Evidentiality, Idealization. | author-narrator's distance and the subject of representation, appears in two
categories: the author-narrator's personal inference or his references to others.
In personal inference, the author-narrator has taken a position after the event
mentally with various types of equal reading, reasoning, decoding and bias
towards the subject, but in references, he resorts to the sources of the
event/news or uses historical symbols accompanying the subject to increase the
credibility of his narration. In this way, the author-narrator of the Masnavi, by
using various types of evidentiality as a tool of external semantic continuity, has
tried to establish a kind of objective or subjective proximity to the narration being
narrated or the sub-narrative story; to show himself involved in the action of the
narration or aware of it, and in this way, while giving credibility to the
event/news that constitute the system of reward and punishment current in the
text; to also establish their accompanying idealization.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Allegorical mystical literature, grounded in
a specific epistemological context or
associated body of knowledge, constructs
its subjects within a particular discursive
order derived from that very value system.
Consequently, the narrator-agent or the
intra-narrative agents—functioning as
textual subjects, whether as individual
characters or archetypal types—are
shaped in alignment with that specific
conception. The system of reward and
punishment governing the tales—
consistent with this same intellectual
framework—orchestrates the labeling of
subjects as either accepted or rejected.
One of the most prominent examples of
this approach is Rumis Masnavi-ye
Ma'navi. The author-narrator of the
Masnavi employs various methods to
champion the subject constructed in
harmony with mystical epistemology while
rejecting hostile or incompatible subjects.
The basis for conferring value within such
an order—or conflict—is a logic of silence
that, operating at the macro-levels of
"wonder" and the "deferred self," serves to
validate the status and actions of the
subjects. Naturally, the manifestations of
silence at these two levels are diverse and
striking. Any subject who—in alignment
with this logic of silence—adopts a form of
wonder or defers their selfhood is deemed
acceptable, whereas one who remains
oblivious to it is considered an outcast.
What distinguishes this epistemological-
communicative order is the set of
techniques employed by the Masnavi's
author-narrator to establish continuity,
thereby intertwining the text’s coherence
with its governing epistemological
framework.
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2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

The present study is primarily dedicated
to elucidating the continuity between
external meaning and the validating
function of those elements. Furthermore,
the analysis of signification centers on the
concept of evidentiality—specifically in its
elaborated form—thereby linking textual
coherence not merely to the verbal
context, but to extra-textual markers,
particularly the objective and subjective
distancing maintained by the author-
narrator regarding the events or news
items represented in the text.

3. Discussion

The prevailing epistemic order in the
Masnavi-ye Ma'navi is structured in
alignment with the text's epistemological
context surrounding the master-signifier
of ‘silence"; the attendant discursive
conflict—manifesting as a system of
reward and punishment—has
subsequently shaped the construction of
all the textual subjects within the tales. A
significant portion of this coherence—and
the accompanying narrative validity—
stems from the author-narrator’s acts of
attestation within the Masnavi. Based on
the nature and degree of the distance
between the author-narrator and the
events or reports being depicted, these
acts of attestation can be classified into
two categories: direct and indirect.

1 .Direct Testimony: The Narrative's
Living Present

Direct evidentiality arises from the
speaker's temporal and spatial proximity
to an event. Accordingly, whenever the
speaker—acting as either a participant or
an observer—is engaged with the event or
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news at close range, their testimony is
considered direct.

The first category of direct self-
disclosure by the author-narrator of the
Masnavi comprises accounts of the
narrative's formation process. Here and
now—as the narrative is being
constructed—he shares with the listener
or reader the act of recounting a story,
moments where the narrative breaks, and
the conclusion of his discourse.

Another aspect of the Masnavi author-
narrator’s direct self-disclosure involves
accounts of the listener’s state. The
listener is present—whether physically or
hypothetically—in the "here and now" of
Rumi’s narration, occupying a distinct
position vis-a-vis the author-narrator.
The listener of the Masnavi acts as a mirror
in which the author-narrator beholds
himself; through this listener, he organizes
his own being.

The third category of direct self-
disclosure by the Masnavi's author-
narrator consists of accounts regarding
his own emotional state. This state
represents the most immediate mode of
being—a state of supreme contentment
wherein movement proceeds effortlessly,
sustained by the flow of energy.

2 .Indirect Evidentiality: Distant

Indirect evidentiality encompasses any
testimony in which the speaker has not
perceived the event or information
through any of their senses.

Analogical comparison is one of the
most evident forms of indirect
evidenciality, ~wherein the speaker
intervenes in the construction of reality by
likening the subject to another person,
object, or situation—whether tangible or
intangible.
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Argumentation, as an inferential act
stemming from the speaker's personal
understanding, also constitutes a form of
indirect attestation regarding the subject
of representation.

Emotional and ideological bias is among
the most recognized forms of perceptual-
communicative bias; driven largely by an
adaptive subconscious—rooted in our
evolutionary heritage and the imperative
of survival—it compels us to empathize
with one group while expressing
alienation from, or opposition to, another.
This dynamic is also evident in Rumi’s
Masnavi, where it manifests in the indirect
ways he assigns status to—or strips status
from—various subjects.

At the level of evidentiary citation—
whether referring to an external source,
citing a reference, or making a historical
allusion—the author-narrator has received
the report indirectly from other sources.
He speaks about the event or the news
concerning it from a distance, and attests
to it through intermediaries.

Citing sources is a primary form of indirect
substantiation, wherein the author-
narrator lends credibility to the subject of
their representation by invoking the
authority inherent in referencing the
original event. References to the Quran,
the Prophet, other texts, and the author-
narrator themselves—acting as four
sources of information—form the basis for
a significant portion of this referential
substantiation.

4. Conclusion

Textual data indicates that the author-
narrator of the Masnavi employs two
categories of evidentiality—direct and
indirect—to substantiate his account. In
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direct evidentiality, the author-narrator
seeks to demonstrate his personal,
moment-by-moment engagement with
the unfolding narrative through three
actions: recounting the story's
progression, reporting the listener's state,
and describing his own condition,; it is as
if he is inextricably intertwined with the
events, maintaining no distance from
them. Mechanisms such as inviting the
audience to hear a new story,
acknowledging narrative digressions,
announcing the conclusion of the
discourse, noting the listener's distraction
or limited comprehension, and describing
his own ecstatic states—all attest to his
lived experience within the "here and now"
of the narrative as it takes shape.

Indirect evidentiality comprises two
categories: inferential evidence and
reference to external sources. The first
category involves the author-narrator’s
interpretations and biases regarding pre-
existing events and situations, manifested
through acts of drawing parallels,
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argumentation, decoding, and the
attribution or stripping of status. In the
second category of indirect evidentiality,
the author-narrator moves beyond his
own objective and subjective experiences
to rely on hearsay, quotations, or other
historical markers, using them to validate
and legitimize the constructed reality.
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