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Abstract

In the Christian tradition, Mary—in the guise of the Mother of Christ and Mary
Magdalene—is an icon of humanity’s connection to the divine and the possibility
of transitioning from fall to salvation. Dostoevsky reinterprets this icon within the
context of the conflict between radical rationalism and Russian Orthodox faith.
In this midst, Raskolnikov endeavors, with his antinomian will, to reduce morality
to the language of calculation and justification, liberating himself from the
constraints of the categorical imperative and Hegelian dialectical logic. In the
process of interpreting and realizing this desire, he becomes ensnared in the
same Kantian ethical dualities and Hegelian philosophy of history, ultimately
leading to his collapse. Sonya, in contrast, with her sincere faith and acceptance
of suffering, transcends this predicament and illuminates the path to salvation
within the narrative; her hope imbues the surrounding discourse and actions with
new meaning. The other women in the novel each reflect an aspect of this image,
but the image as a whole culminates in Sonya, who opens the horizon of salvation
for others through the novel's polyphonic dialogue. This research, adopting a
philosophical-theological approach and based on Bakhtin’s theory of polyphony,
traces the formation and transformation of the image of Mary within the
narrative of Crime and Punishment and analyzes its reciprocal impacts on the
characters’ paths of transformation.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Fyodor = Dostoevsky’'s  Crime  and
Punishment is one of the most influential
novels of modern literature, exploring the
tension between moral law, individual
freedom, faith, and rationalism. At the
center of this conflict stands Rodion
Raskolnikov, whose theory of the
“extraordinary man” attempts to justify
moral transgression in the name of higher
historical or social purposes. Against this
intellectual and ethical framework,
Dostoevsky introduces a series of female
characters who embody alternative
responses to suffering, guilt, and
redemption. Among them, Sonya
Marmeladov occupies a unique position as
the novel’s moral and spiritual center .

This study argues that the symbolic
image of Mary constitutes a crucial
interpretive key to understanding
Dostoevsky’s ethical and theological
vision. In Christian tradition, Mary appears
in two principal forms: the Virgin Mary,
representing purity, compassion, and
divine mediation, and Mary Magdalene,
symbolizing repentance, transformation,
and  spiritual rebirth.  Dostoevsky
reinterprets these Marian archetypes
within the social, religious, and
philosophical context of nineteenth-
century Russia. While different female
characters in the novel reflect particular
dimensions of Marian symbolism, Sonya
emerges as the figure in whom these
dimensions converge.

The research further examines how
Dostoevsky stages a dialogue between
nihilistic rationalism and Christian faith
through the interaction of Raskolnikov and
Sonya. Drawing on Mikhail Bakhtin’s
theory of polyphony, the study
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investigates how competing ethical voices
coexist within the novel and how Marian
symbolism functions as a mediating force
within this dialogic structure.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

This research employs a qualitative and
interpretive methodology grounded in
literary criticism, philosophical analysis,
and theological inquiry. The primary text
of analysis is Dostoevsky’s Crime and
Punishment, examined through -close
reading and thematic interpretation.

The theoretical framework is based
principally on Bakhtin’'s theory of
polyphony, which views the novel as a
dialogic space where multiple ideological
voices interact without being entirely
subordinated to a single authorial
perspective. This framework enables an
investigation of the relationship between
competing discourses represented by
Raskolnikov, Sonya, and other characters.

In addition, the study draws upon
ethical concepts derived from Kantian and
Hegelian philosophy to examine the
foundations of Raskolnikov’'s moral
reasoning. Relevant theological sources
concerning Marian symbolism, Christian
redemption, suffering, and faith are also
incorporated. Through an
interdisciplinary approach that combines
literary, philosophical, and theological
perspectives, the research analyzes the
formation, transformation, and function of
Marian imagery within the novel’s
narrative structure and evaluates its role
in shaping the ethical trajectories of the
novel’'s major characters.
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3. Discussion

The findings reveal that Marian symbolism
constitutes one of the central organizing
structures of Crime and Punishment.
Although several female characters
embody aspects of the Marian image,
Sonya Marmeladov functions as its most
complete representation. She
simultaneously reflects characteristics
associated with both the Virgin Mary and
Mary Magdalene, thereby uniting purity
and sacrifice with suffering and
redemption.

The analysis demonstrates that
Dostoevsky presents Sonya as an ethical
and spiritual counterpoint to Raskolnikov’s
theory of exceptionalism. Whereas
Raskolnikov — attempts to transcend
conventional morality through rational
calculation and self-authorized
transgression, Sonya embraces humility,
compassion, and self-sacrificial love. Her
actions, despite their =~ apparent
contradiction with conventional religious
norms, acquire redemptive significance
because they are motivated by
responsibility, faith, and concern for
others.

The study further shows that the
novel's female characters collectively
contribute to the construction of a Marian
discourse. Dounia represents moral
resistance and dignity, Pulcheria embodies
maternal intercession, and Katerina
Ivanovna reflects suffering and human
vulnerability. However, these dispersed
qualities are synthesized in Sonya, who
becomes the primary vehicle through
which  Dostoevsky  articulates the
possibility of spiritual renewal.

From a Bakhtinian perspective, Marian
symbolism operates not as a monologic
doctrine but as a dialogic force that
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engages competing voices of rationalism,
nihilism, faith, and redemption throughout
the narrative.

4. Conclusion

The results indicate that Marian
symbolism serves as a fundamental ethical
and theological framework in Crime and
Punishment. Through Sonya’s character,
Dostoevsky develops an alternative to the
moral and philosophical assumptions
underlying Raskolnikov’s worldview. The
novel critiques the attempt to justify
ethical transgression through historical
necessity, exceptional individuality, or
purely rational calculation and instead
foregrounds the transformative potential
of faith, compassion, and self-sacrifice.

The study also demonstrates that
Sonya’s significance lies not merely in her
resemblance to a single Marian figure but
in her synthesis of the dual Marian
tradition. By  combining  qualities
associated with both the Virgin Mary and
Mary Magdalene, she becomes a symbol of
reconciliation between sin and grace,
suffering and redemption, human
weakness and spiritual strength.

Furthermore, the application of
Bakhtin's theory reveals that the novel
should not be interpreted as the simple
triumph of one ideological position over
another. Rather, Dostoevsky constructs a
genuinely dialogic space in which faith and
nihilism, reason and spirituality, continue
to confront one another. Sonya’s voice
does not eliminate competing
perspectives; instead, it opens a horizon of
meaning through which redemption
becomes conceivable.

Ultimately, the research concludes that
Marian symbolism provides a key
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interpretive framework for understanding
Dostoevsky’s response to the moral crisis
of modernity. Through the dialogic
interaction  of  philosophical  and
theological voices, Crime and Punishment
presents redemption not as the negation
of human freedom but as its
transformation through faith, love, and
ethical responsibility.
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