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Abstract

This research aims to analyze Abul Fazl Bayhagqi's historiographical method based
on Wilhelm Dilthey’s hermeneutic theory. Dilthey, by distinguishing between
“explanation” in natural sciences and “understanding” in human sciences,
established hermeneutics as a fundamental method for historical studies. The
concepts of “historical understanding,” “lived experience,” and “individuality”
form the theoretical framework of this research. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and a hermeneutic approach, this study seeks to answer this
question: Through what mechanisms does Bayhagi achieve an understanding of
the events of the Ghaznavid era? Findings indicate that Bayhagqi, in his
understanding of history, emphasizes the role of lived experience, motivations,
and individual human actions. Essentially, one of the key sources of Bayhagi’s
narrative is his “lived experience,” gained from his secretarial work in the
Ghaznavid court, which distinguishes him from other contemporary historians.
In a significant portion of his book’s narratives, he engages in understanding and
interpreting historical events and the behavior of actors through the “projection”
of emotions and the application of “re-creation,” “transfer,” and various forms of
the “hermeneutic circle.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Tarikh-e Bayhaqgi by Abul Fazl Bayhagq;i,
beyond being a primary source for the
historiography of the Ghaznavid era, is
also a prominent Persian literary work.
Conventional approaches to analyzing
historical texts primarily focus on
examining events and political
developments, and on evaluating source
credibility. However, posing the question
of how Bayhagi, as a unique subjectivity,
arrived at understanding his era's events
requires a theoretical framework that
emphasizes the process of
"understanding” in the human sciences. In
this context, modern hermeneutics and
the ideas of Wilhelm Dilthey can open new
horizons for analyzing this work .

Dilthey founded an independent
methodology for the human sciences by
introducing the "Critique of Historical
Reason" and distinguishing between
"explanation” in the natural sciences and
"understanding” in the human sciences.
Unlike the natural sciences that seek
universal laws, the human sciences aim to
understand humans through their
external manifestations. In Dilthey's
thought, humans are historical beings who
grow and live within the context of their
tradition, language, and  culture.
Therefore, to understand humans, one
must pay attention to others' cultural
products and environments. Accordingly,
Bayhagqi's history can be considered an
objective manifestation of his individual
life and experience .

The main focus is on how Bayhaqi's
personal experiences, narrative
techniques, and interpretive strategies
align  with  Dilthey's  hermeneutic
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principles. This research seeks to explain
the role of Bayhaqi's lived experience in his
historical narrative and, by revealing his
individuality, to analyze his method of
interpreting the Ghaznavids' history.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

This research employs a descriptive-
analytical method and a hermeneutic
approach. The theoretical framework is
based on Dilthey's key concepts: "lived
experience,"” ‘"individuality,” and the
methodology of "understanding." The
primary source is Tarikh-e Bayhaqi by Abul
Fazl Bayhaqi. Data collection was library-
based, and data analysis was conducted
through qualitative content analysis. The
analysis specifically focuses on passages
where Bayhaqi expresses personal
judgment, describes emotional states, or
reconstructs events through empathy.

3. Discussion

The analysis reveals that Bayhaqi's
historiography aligns, in several ways, with
the hermeneutic principles that Dilthey
would later formulate. It seems that
Bayhaqi grounds historical understanding
in lived experience, authentic hearsay, and
source credibility, avoiding myth-making.
He emphasizes that understanding human
nature—the interplay of reason, anger, and
greed—is essential for analyzing events
and power dynamics; an approach that
was later reflected in Dilthey's concept of
the interaction between the individual and
objective realities.

Beyond traditional methods, Bayhagqi
has also drawn on lived experience as an
important source of his narrative.
Firsthand accounts, detailed observations,
and depictions of collective emotions can
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be seen as a concrete manifestation of this
experience. His personal judgments,
shaped by direct courtly experience,
enhance the credibility of his narrative .

It can be said that individuality appears
in two levels in Bayhagqi's work: first in his
own cautious, moralistic perspective
arising from his courtly experience, and
second, in his recognition of individual
actors—even marginalized ones—as key
shapers of events .

Furthermore, Bayhaqi sometimes uses
methods that bear a  significant
resemblance to concepts later theorized
as "re-creation," "transfer," and "empathy."
Through the projection of emotions,
analogies, and movement between part
and whole, appearance and reality, center
and periphery—a structure similar to what
was later called the "hermeneutic circle"—
he actively interprets history, rather than
merely reporting it.

4. Conclusion
This research sought to analyze
Bayhaqi's  historiography based on
Dilthey's  hermeneutic  theory to
understand how this historian grasped the
events of the Ghaznavid era. Findings
suggest that Bayhaqi's lived experience—
particularly the influence of his nineteen-
year apprenticeship under Bu Nasr
Mishkan—can shape the foundation of his
method. By emphasizing the "I" and
sensory descriptions, he elevates his
narrative to an interpretive text, moving
beyond mere reporting. Accordingly, a
kind of distinction between explanation
and understanding can be observed in
Bayhaqi's work, with his approach relying
.more on understanding
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Through examining lived experience,
Bayhaqi's individuality also becomes
apparent: he is an ethical, cautious, loyal to
the Ghaznavid system, and peace-seeking
historian who writes history with the aim
of accurate recording and moral
edification. The course of his life
exemplifies purposeful growth from youth
.to old age

Furthermore, traces of two techniques—
"re-creation” and ‘“transfer"—can be
observed in Bayhaqi's method. In addition,
a structure similar to the "hermeneutic
circle" can be discerned in his narrative.
Four types of circles can be seen in Tarikh-
e Bayhaqi: connecting the part to the
whole, contrasting appearance and reality,
evaluating characters' conflicting values,
and oscillating between the center and
periphery of power. Nevertheless, his
method is not limited to Dilthey's
techniques, and Bayhagi's history has the
capacity for other hermeneutic readings.
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