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Abstract

This study proposes a philosophical theory of narrative time in literature
grounded in Mulla Sadra’s temporality. While dominant literary theories approach
time primarily as a formal structure or a set of narrative techniques, this research
offers an ontological account based on key concepts of al-hikma al-mutaaliyya,
including substantial motion, the fluid now, continuous unity and renewal-based
multiplicity, and the tripartite distinction of time-dahr-sarmad. From this
perspective, narrative time is not an external framework for events but the
gradual mode of existence and identity of the text itself, actualized through the
reader’s engagement. Narrative time is defined as the measure of the text’s
motion, characterized by organic continuity alongside the uniqueness of each
moment. The fluid now clarifies the reader’s temporal experience, emphasizing
the reader’s role as an active co-producer of narrative time. Moreover, the
distinction between time, dahr, and sarmad provides a model for analyzing
textual meaning on three levels: narrative progression, thematic depth, and
absolute or transcendental significance. These theoretical principles are applied
to “Gileh-Mard,” demonstrating how narrative time emerges through natural,
spatial, and psychological movements; how the protagonist’s transformation
unfolds through continuous and intrinsic stages; and how rhythm, repetition, and
horizons of expectation shape the reader’s experience of the fluid now. The study
concludes that Sadraean temporality offers a powerful interdisciplinary
framework for literary criticism.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Time is one of the most persistent and
complex problems shared by philosophy
and literature, since both disciplines are
fundamentally concerned with becoming,
change, and lived experience. In literary
studies, time is generally approached as a
narrative category that can be organized,
manipulated, or disrupted through formal
techniques such as chronology, flashback,
anticipation, and narrative rhythm.
Classical and modern narratology—
particularly in structuralist traditions—has
tended to conceptualize time as an
external framework within which events
are arranged, measured, or reordered.
While such approaches have vyielded
precise analytical tools, they often leave
unexamined the ontological status of time
itself and its relation to meaning,
subjectivity, and existence. Consequently,
narrative time is frequently reduced to a
technical or descriptive dimension,
detached from deeper philosophical
concerns. In contrast, Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy of time offers a radically
different perspective by grounding
temporality in ontology rather than form.
Defining time as the “measure of
substantial motion,” Sadra understands it
as inseparable from the gradual unfolding
of being. Time, in this view, is neither an
independent substance nor a merely
accidental property, but a mode of
existence characterized by continuity,
renewal, and constant becoming. This
philosophical framework provides a fertile
ground for rethinking narrative time in
literature, not as a container of events but
as the very process through which the text
comes into being. This study introduces a
philosophical approach to the temporal
structure of literary texts, arguing that
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narrative time constitutes the text's
gradual and dynamic identity as realized
through reading.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

The main objective of this research is to
develop an integrated theory of narrative
time based on Sadraean temporality and to
demonstrate its interpretive potential
through a detailed analysis of Bozorg
Alavi’s short story Gileh-Mard. The study
fills a gap in existing scholarship, where
discussions of time in Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy and analyses of narrative
temporality in literary theory have largely
remained separate. Philosophical studies
have emphasized the ontological status of
time, substantial motion, and the fluid
now, while narratological studies—
especially those influenced by Genette—
have focused on structural aspects such as
order, duration, and frequency. This
research builds on prior philosophical
interpretations of Sadraean time and
comparative studies linking it to thinkers
such as Bergson and Heidegger, as well as
literary research that has begun to
question purely formalist accounts of
narrative time. Methodologically, the
study employs an interdisciplinary
qualitative approach, combining
conceptual philosophical analysis with
close textual reading. Key Sadraean
concepts—substantial motion, continuous
unity and renewal-based multiplicity, the
fluid now, and the tripartite distinction of
time-dahr-sarmad—are first clarified in
their philosophical context and then
translated into analytical categories for
literary criticism. The case study method
enables a concrete examination of how
these concepts function within a specific
narrative text and readerly experience.
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3. Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that narrative
time can be understood as the “measure of
the text's motion,” emerging from the
dynamic interaction of narrative elements
rather than from chronological sequence
alone. In Gileh-Mard, time is produced
through multiple, interconnected levels of
movement: natural forces, spatial
displacement, and psychological
processes. These levels form an organic
unity that reflects the Sadraean principle
of continuous unity, while each narrative
moment remains unique, exemplifying
renewal-based multiplicity. The concept
of substantial motion allows for a deeper

understanding of character
transformation, revealing the
protagonists  change as  gradual,

continuous, and essential rather than
merely behavioral or episodic. This
approach moves beyond the conventional
static/dynamic character distinction and
frames character development as an
ontological process. Moreover, the notion
of the fluid now provides a powerful
framework for analyzing the reader’s
temporal experience. Narrative time is
shown to be actualized in the act of
reading, where memory of the past text
and anticipation of future developments
converge in the present moment. Finally,
the distinction between time, dahr, and
sarmad  enables a  multi-layered
interpretation of the text, encompassing
narrative progression, thematic
permanence, and transhistorical or
absolute meanings.

4. Conclusion
his study concludes that Sadraean
temporality offers a comprehensive and
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philosophically grounded model for
understanding narrative time as the
gradual existence of the literary text. By
reconceptualizing time as an ontological
process rather than a formal structure, the
proposed framework enriches literary
analysis of narrative structure, character
transformation, and readerly experience.
The integration of Islamic philosophy with
contemporary literary theory
demonstrates the productive potential of
interdisciplinary approaches and provides
new tools for narrative criticism.
Ultimately, the research suggests that
literature does not merely represent time
but actively creates a distinctive
temporality through movement, meaning,
and the lived experience of reading.
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