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Accepted: The introduction to ‘Fihi Ma Fihi’ possesses a structure in which language transcends its
May 18, 2026 merely descriptive function and becomes a medium for the creation of meaning and the
Available online: lived experience of truth. The central question of this study is how such a mode of
September 23, 2026 expres.sion can be explaineq withi‘n a philosophical framework rather t.han me}”ely through
’ rhetorical or literary analysis. This research, therefore, analyzes Rumi’s mystical prose in
the introduction to ‘Fihi Ma Fihi’ based on Benedetto Croce’s philosophical aesthetic theory
of “intuition-expression.” According to this theory, a work of art results from the
inseparable unity of intuition and expression: intuition as the immediate and living
perception of truth, and expression as the necessary and spontaneous embodiment of that
perception in a sensory-symbolic form. This theoretical framework allows the linguistic and
. rhetorical elements of the text to be understood not as decorative devices but as necessary

Keywords:

manifestations of intuitive expression. The research method is descriptive analytical and is
3 ) based on qualitative analysis of selected narrative, allegorical, and metaphorical passages
Expression, Croce, Rumi. | from the introduction to ‘Fihi Ma Fihi'. In this approach, stylistic and rhetorical features
such as deviation from conventional norms, the inner musicality of language, and imagery
are examined in direct relation to the moment of mystical perception and the process of
artistic expression. The findings indicate that in the introduction to ‘Fihi Ma Fihi’, Rumi
immediately embodies the moment of mystical intuition in language, so that rhetorical
elements function not merely as vehicles for conveying meaning but as the very form
through which meaning itself is realized. Linguistic deviations enable a break from purely
conceptual logic, while the musicality of the prose strengthens the emotional and intuitive
unity of the text. Thus, beauty in this prose is not an end in itself; rather, it serves as a means
of opening a horizon of knowledge and facilitating the inner transformation of the reader.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Aesthetics, in its philosophical sense, goes
beyond examining beauty as a merely
sensory phenomenon and instead studies
how artistic experience is formed and
communicated. The foundations of this
field emerged in the eighteenth century
with Baumgarten, who, by introducing the
concept of Aesthetica, distinguished
between sensory knowledge and logical
knowledge. After him, philosophers such
as Schopenhauer, Hegel, and Kant
approached aesthetics from different
perspectives: Schopenhauer regarded art
as a temporary liberation from will and
suffering; Hegel viewed it as the sensuous
manifestation of the idea within the
philosophical system; and Kant considered
aesthetic judgment to be based on
disinterested pleasure, independent of
practical utility. Continuing this tradition,
Benedetto Croce defined aesthetics as the
science of “expression” and regarded art
as the realization of complete and
immediate intuition, such that intuition
and expression constitute two aspects of a
single reality, and the artwork becomes
the medium through which this intuitive
perception attains  objectivity. This
approach takes on a distinctive form in the
Eastern literary tradition, particularly in
Persian mystical texts, where aesthetics is
closely connected with the illuminative
and spiritual dimensions of the creator’s
experience. Rumi’s prose, especially ‘Fihi
Ma Fihi’, with its closeness to spoken
language, frequent rhetorical imagery,
norm-breaking tendencies, and musicality
of expression, represents a notable
example of the fusion between intuitive-
mystical experience and linguistic
creativity. The oral origin of these texts
and the circumstances of Rumi’s
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gatherings produced a spontaneous and
natural style of expression that stands
apart from the formal constraints of
written language. Croce’s theory of
“intuition-expression,” with its emphasis
on the primacy of inner experience over
the technical form of the work, provides a
suitable analytical tool for examining this
prose and allows for a theoretical
distinction between the moment of
artistic creation and the text as its final
product. Applying this theory to ‘Fihi Ma
Fihi  demonstrates that intuitive
experience in the text exists prior to
conceptual differentiation and is identical
with its expressive realization.
Consequently, the scope of Croce’s
philosophical aesthetics can extend to
non-conceptual and non-narrative artistic
experiences as well.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

This research is qualitative in nature and is
organized according to a descriptive-
analytical approach. The main focus of the
study is to explain and interpret the
philosophical aesthetics of Rumi’s mystical
prose in the introduction to ‘Fihi Ma Fihi’
based on Benedetto Croce’s theory of
“intuition-expression.” Within this
framework, the mystical text is examined
as a field in which the fundamental
concepts of the philosophy of art such as
intuition, = expression, and artistic
creativity are realized. Data collection was
conducted through library research and
relies on primary sources, including
authoritative editions of Rumi’s works, the
original texts of Benedetto Croce, as well
as studies on mysticism and theoretical
criticism.
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3. Discussion

Benedetto Croce’s aesthetic theory was
founded on the principle that art is neither
imitation of nature nor merely technical
skill; rather, it is a cognitive activity that is
realized in the form of “intuition-
expression.” In his view, intuition is an
immediate and living perception of
experience that takes shape prior to any
logical analysis and contains a unity of
feeling, image, and meaning. Croce divides
knowledge into two types: intuitive and
logical. Logical knowledge is based on
concepts and reasoning, whereas intuitive
knowledge is connected with imagination
and imagery and concerns the particular
and the unique. In this perspective,
intuition is incomplete until it becomes
expression; therefore, intuition and
expression are not two separate stages but
two aspects of a single reality. Every
artistic experience is realized when inner
perception is embodied in a sensible form,
such as words, images, or music. For this
reason, Croce defines aesthetics as the
“science of expression” and regards art as
a form of imaginative and emotional
knowledge that reveals truth in a concrete
and perceptible form. From this viewpoint,
metaphor and imagery are not decorative
rhetorical devices but the natural forms
through which intuition is expressed. A
work of art is the result of an organic unity
between inner experience and external
form. Within this framework, Rumi’s
discourses in ‘Fihi Ma Fihi’ can be regarded
as clear examples of the realization of the
unity of intuition and expression. Rumi
conveys mystical concepts not through
conceptual argumentation but through
imagery, allegory, and narrative. For
instance, his comparison of the perfect
being to a radiant sun that gives light
expresses, in intuitive form, spiritual
generosity, and independence. Likewise,
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the narrative of the Prophet’s laughter or
the image of “breaking the belt of doubt”
are examples in which inner experience
becomes embodied in a concrete action or
sensory image. In these discourses,
meaning appears in the form of figurative
language before becoming an abstract
concept. Therefore, Rumi’s prose can be
considered a form of artistic creation in
which mystical experience and linguistic
expression reach an inseparable unity, and
the beauty of the text arises precisely from
this unity.

4. Conclusion
This study examined the aesthetics of
Rumi’s mystical prose in the introduction
to ‘Fihi Ma Fihi' based on Benedetto
Croce’s theory of “intuition-expression.” It
aimed to demonstrate that Rumi’s mystical
experience becomes embodied through
language, imagery, and metaphor, and that
the rhetorical elements of the text are not
merely decorative devices but essential
.manifestations of artistic intuition

The analysis shows that Rumi expresses
mystical concepts primarily through
symbolic images and narrative structures,
resulting in an inseparable unity between
meaning and linguistic form in his work.
The findings indicate that Croce’s theory
provides an appropriate framework for
understanding the aesthetic structure of
Rumi’s prose and demonstrates that the
introduction to ‘Fihi Ma Fihi’ represents a
clear example of the unity of intuition and
expression. However, since intuition in
Islamic mysticism is deeply connected to
the sacred dimension, Croce’s theory
requires further development within its
specific cultural and religious context in
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order to fully explain Rumi’s mystical
experience.
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