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Abstract

Phenomenology is the study of lived experience and how phenomena manifest
themselves in consciousness. In the realm of literature, the phenomenology of
poetic language focuses on how poetry, through language, discloses Being. The
German philosopher Martin Heidegger views language as the "house of Being,"
arguing that poetic language, by transcending its purely communicative function,
enables humans to dwell in the world and facilitates the unconcealment of truth.
Adonis, a renowned contemporary Arab poet, in his work "Songs of Mihyar the
Damascene," creates a symbolic persona named Mihyar to undertake a tragic re-
reading of Arab history and identity in the modern world. In this collection,
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decoratively but ontologically; it reveals Mihyar's existential states within the
very linguistic event itself. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and
drawing on Heidegger's ideas, this research investigates the poetic language of
this work. The findings indicate that the language in this collection transcends its
communicative role, becoming the house of Being and the site for the
unconcealment of truth for Mihyar's Dasein. Through mechanisms such as
metaphorical transformation and fragmented structures, Adonis directly
discloses the sacred and Mihyar's existential states within the linguistic event.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Contemporary Arabic literature is a
dynamic arena where literary and mystical
traditions converge with  modern
innovations. In this space, poetic language
becomes not merely a means of expression
but a home for human dwelling in a
turbulent world. Adunis's (Ali Ahmad Sa'id
Esber) "Songs of Mihyar the Damascene" is
a paramount example, transforming
language into the very foundation of being,
creating a layered, symbolic universe.
Through the fictional character of Mihyar,
Adunis turns language into an instrument
for the unconcealment of truth. Mihyar,
inspired by the 10th-century poet Mihyar
al-Daylami—who  experienced  exile,
conversion, and dissonance with his era—
becomes a universal symbol bearing the
existential burdens of modern Arab
humanity (Bargnisi, 1998: 53). By changing
his epithet to "the Damascene," Adunis
transcends temporal boundaries,
employing poetic language to open new
horizons of being (Asfour, 2018: 221). The
collection's structure, with its seven
sections and prose psalms, is itself
symbolic of a linguistic revolution. These
psalms function as philosophical-mystical
preludes, outlining Mihyar's traits—
bewilderment, madness, rebellion, exile,
and creation—transforming the prose-
poetry duality into that of appearance and
essence, inviting deep reflection on the
nature of language (Bargnisi, 2000: 34-37).
For Adunis, poetry is intertwined with
thought, rooted in meanings of knowledge
and insight; the poet perceives what
others cannot (Adunis, 2000: 59). This view
elevates poetry to the metaphysics of
human existence, where Sufism and
Surrealism, with their shared focus on the
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indescribable infinite, sustain a dynamic
drive for innovation (Daher, 2011: 31).

From Martin Heidegger's perspective,
language is the "house of Being." Poetry, in
its essence, reveals this house. Language is
not a mere tool for everyday
communication but an event that
unconceals truth, enabling an authentic
dwelling in the world (Davari, 1971: 33).
Heidegger considers poetry the most
innocent and yet most dangerous
vocation; innocent because it does not
manipulate the world, and dangerous
because it lays the foundation of history
and culture (Heidegger, 1956: 296). Poetic
language, by naming the celestial and the
earthly, brings existence into the open. In
"Songs of Mihyar the Damascene," Adunis
operationalizes this view, making language
the home for the modern Arab Dasein.
Mihyar, the knight of strange words,
transforms language into a realm where
the sacred is unconcealed, not through
abstract conceptualization, but within the
linguistic event itself..

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method
This research adopts a descriptive-
analytical methodology grounded in
phenomenological philosophy. The
primary text is Adunis's "Songs of Mihyar
the Damascene" (1996 edition). The
theoretical framework is primarily drawn
from the works of Martin Heidegger,
particularly his concepts of language as
the "house of Being," the poetic event as
the unconcealment of truth, and Dasein's
authentic dwelling. The analysis involves a
close reading of selected poems and
psalms from the collection to identify and
explicate the linguistic and structural
mechanisms, such as metaphorical
transformation, syntactic rupture,
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innovative  lexicon, and rhythmic
repetition, through which Adunis's
language performs its ontological
function. The study also incorporates
insights from comparative literature to
contextualize Adunis's fusion of Arabic
mystical tradition (e.g., Ibn Arabi) with
Heideggerian phenomenology.

The primary research problem is a
phenomenological investigation of how
Adunis's poetic language in this work
transcends its instrumental function to
become the house of Being for Mihyar.
This language, with its intertextual
references to sacred texts and myths,
operates not decoratively but
ontologically, revealing Mihyar's
existential states within the linguistic
event itself. Examining this is crucial from
a literary-philosophical standpoint, as it
positions Adunis's poetry as a bridge
between  Islamic  mysticism  and
Heideggerian phenomenology, offering a
model for understanding language's role in
shaping being. This study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method based on
Heidegger's philosophy, seeks to answer:
1) How does poetic language in "Songs of
Mihyar the Damascene" transcend
communicative function to become the
house of Being for Mihyar's Dasein? 2)
What linguistic mechanisms unconceal
the sacred and Mihyar's existential states
directly within the linguistic event?

3. Discussion

Language as the Event of Truth: From a
Heideggerian perspective, poetic language
is not an instrument for conveying
meaning but the very event of truth—a
happening where Being discloses itself
through speech. In "Songs of Mihyar,"
Adunis realizes this view artistically.
Mihyar appears as a poet-prophet who
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unconceals the sacred not within
institutionalized religion but within the
linguistic event itself. This sacred is not
comforting; it burns, destroys, and
shatters known boundaries. Adunis avoids
the danger of language becoming a mere
tool by breaking conventional syntactic
structures, creating new words, and
employing meaning-generating silence.
Intertextual references to sacred texts and
myths are not decorative but part of the
ontological machinery for creating
Mihyar's world.

Language as the Abode of Dwelling: For
Heidegger, humans can achieve authentic
dwelling only in language. This dwelling is
not a physical residence but living within
the realm that language opens up, making
the world meaningful for humans. In
"Songs of Mihyar," Adunis depicts Mihyar
as a poet who has made language his
abode. Amid cultural ruins and identity
crises, Mihyar dwells not in physical places
but within his own linguistic space. By
creating new words and breaking old
structures, he builds a linguistic house
where he can live, create, and confront the
depths of existence.

The Ontological Function of Language:
From Heidegger's philosophy, language
has a fundamental role in the disclosure of
Being. It is not merely a communicative
tool but the house where Being reveals
itself. Human beings are inherently reliant
on linguistic structure; language is the
home in which humans reside and
experience truth not as a concept but as a
living event. Mihyar turns language into a
home for dwelling amidst ruins; through
speech, he experiences the truth of his
own being amidst an identity crisis and
finds salvation from homelessness.

Language as the House of Dasein:
Language is the primordial home of human
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beings (Dasein). Just as a house provides
space for dwelling, comfort, and meaning,
language, as a fundamental structure,
enables human dwelling in the world.
Dasein resides in language, finds itself,
confronts the world, and reflects its own
meaning of existence. Mihyar, as
portrayed in the poems, is a prime
example of a Dasein that builds its house
of Being in language. In a chaotic, unstable
world, he relies on language to create an
authentic abode for himself.

4. Conclusion

In "Songs of Mihyar the Damascene,"
Adunis, through the creation of Mihyar,
elevates poetic language beyond mere
communicative function, establishing it as
the authentic house of Being for this
symbolic Dasein. Mihyar, embodying
contemporary Arab humanity facing
homelessness and a rupture from
tradition, dwells within words and,
through this linguistic dwelling, re-creates
his world. By shattering conventional
syntactic structures, creating new lexicon,
and employing rhythmic repetitions,
Adunis forges a fluid, multi-layered space
where Mihyar can overcome the
limitations of time and place. In this
framework, language operates not as an
instrument of expression but as the very
arena of lived existence, enabling
authentic dwelling in a crisis-ridden
world.

The linguistic mechanisms employed in
the work wunconceal the sacred and
Mihyar's existential states directly within
the linguistic event itself. Through
strategies such as hidden naming,
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metaphorical  transformations,  and
disjointed structures, Adunis facilitates
the immediate manifestation of the sacred
in speech. These mechanisms allow
transcendent concepts to appear not
through descriptive exposition but within
the linguistic process itself. Concurrently,
Mihyar's existential states—bewilderment,
rebellion, solitude—are represented not
via description but through the fusion of
form and content in the poetic structure.
The wundulating rhythm, meaning-
generating silences, and strange imagery
all function as part of the linguistic
apparatus that reveals Mihyar's being at
the very moment of reading. This process
transforms language into the site where
the sacred occurs, and existential states
are disclosed.
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