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Abstract

There has long been a deep and enduring bond among literature and philosophy.
One of the philosophical concepts most frequently reflected in narrative
literature is the concept of “evil”, which has become so central to fiction that even
a theorist such as Georges Bataille considered the representation of various
forms of evil one of the principal devices for dispelling monotony in narrative
works. In this context, Hossein Qassami, a young Iranian novelist with specialized
training in philosophy, is among the few writers who have shown particular
attention to philosophical concepts, especially evil. In his novel ‘Hisar-e Moush’
(The Mouse Fence), he explores this concept in a fundamental way. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach and a philosophical reading of the text, the
present study examines the different forms of evil in this narrative. The findings
show that although moral evil appears in the individual actions of the characters,
the central axis of the novel is structural evil. This evil is represented both in the
humiliating behavior of Greek officers toward migrants, as well as in the migrants’
vengeful violence against those officers. In addition, chaotic and ritual evil
emerge from these defective structures and are reproduced through violent
rituals. Qasami also shows that the production and spread of evil are not always
conscious, but may also arise from passivity, habit, and blind obedience.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the most important philosophical
issues closely connected with literature is
evil. Literature, especially narrative fiction,
provides a space for rethinking the nature
of evil and its manifestations in individual
and collective life. Novels can therefore
function not only as mediums for
representing instances of evil but also as
sites for reconsidering its relation to
power, structure, and collective agency.
Hossein Qassami, an Iranian novelist with
an academic background in philosophy,
has shown particular interest in
philosophical questions, especially the
problem of evil. In several of his novels,
including ‘Disjunction’, ‘Mousel Without
Parichehr’, and ‘The Season of the
Migration of the Dead, different
dimensions of evil are explored. In ‘Hisar-
e Moush’ (The Mouse Fence), this concern
becomes more prominent through its
focus on migrants confined in a narrow
and violence-producing camp. The novel
presents a complex network of individual
and collective actions that must be read in
relation to different forms of evil. Moral
evil has usually received greater attention
in literary criticism, whereas structural
evil, chaotic evil, ritual evil, the banality of
evil, and the contagion of evil have been
discussed less systematically. The present
research shows how ‘Hisar-e Moush’
moves beyond the common understanding
of evil as individual moral deviation and
constructs a networked image of evil at
both individual and collective levels. Using
a descriptive-analytical method, it
classifies the forms of evil in the
characters’ actions and examines the
relation between structural evil and other
forms of evil in the novel.
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2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

This study aims to explain how evil is
represented in ‘Hisar-e Moush’ and to
show how the novel moves beyond the
conventional understanding of evil as an
instance of individual moral deviation
toward a networked, social, and structural
conception of evil. Its main question is
how the novel, through plot, setting, and
characterization, reveals the relationship
among moral, structural, chaotic, and
ritual evil, and how it renders visible such
concepts as the banality of evil, the
contagion of evil, and the role of individual
and collective passivity in the continuation
of violence. In terms of the relevant
scholarship, the study draws, on the one
hand, on views that consider literature a
privileged site for thinking about evil and,
on the other hand, on concepts developed
in philosophy and social theory to explain
impersonal and normalized forms of evil.
These concepts, despite their analytical
value, have rarely been applied in a
coherent way to the reading of Persian
novels. Methodologically, this research
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
based on a philosophical reading of the
text. It classifies and interprets the
different manifestations and layers of evil
in the novel and seeks to explain the
relationship between the structural
mechanisms of violence and the individual
actions of the characters in connection
with the work’s social and narrative
context.

3. Discussion

Reading evil through literature opens new
perspectives on the hidden dimensions of
human experience. Owing to its narrative
and figurative capacities, literature
provides a productive medium for
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representing evil. In ‘Hisar-e Moush,
Hossein Qassami seeks to depict evil not
merely as an individual moral matter but as
a social, |historical, and cultural
phenomenon. While narrating the
precarious condition of undocumented
migrants on their way to Europe, the novel
presents a wide and interwoven spectrum
of evil.

Although the most familiar form of evil
in literature, namely moral evil, is
embodied in the individual actions of
characters such as Golshah, Zabur, and
Torab, the dominant form of evil in the
novel is structural evil. It first emerges in
the way Greek authorities and officers
confront the migrants, treating them
through ethnic, national, and racial
prejudice as demonic forces that threaten
their homeland. Later, after the migrants
seize control of the camp through a blind
and violent revolt, the same logic of
structural evil reappears in their
treatment of the captured officers.
Structural evil thus becomes linked with
chaotic and ritual evil, giving rise to new
forms of violence through bloody rites and
fabricated rituals.

Beyond these forms, the novel also
foregrounds related concepts such as the
banality of evil, the contagion of evil, and
the role of passivity in the expansion of
violence. The characters’ actions suggest
that evil often arises not from explicit
malicious intent but from habit, blind
imitation, and unquestioning obedience.
Likewise, the spread of evil among both
hosts and migrants indicates that violence
can circulate through a community like an
uncontrollable contagion. Both the
normalization and diffusion of evil,
however, take shape within conditions of
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individual and collective passivity, when
society gradually loses its sensitivity to the
moral gravity of violent acts.

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that ‘Hisar-e Moush’
constructs a dense and networked
representation of evil by interweaving
moral, structural, chaotic, and ritual forms
of violence within the confined world of a
migrant camp in Greece. The novel shows
that structural evil is not merely one form
of evil among others; rather, it provides
the conditions for the emergence and
intensification of other forms. It also
demonstrates that individual indifference
and collective passivity do not stand
outside the process of evil but actively
contribute to its reproduction and
expansion. In this way, the novel moves
beyond a purely moral understanding of
evil and presents it as a social and self-
perpetuating process embedded in
institutions, collective behavior, and
normalized violence.
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