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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Contemporary travel writing often reflects
the intellectual and cultural encounter
between the Muslim East and the modern
West. Persian and Arabic travel writers,
when confronted with Western societies,
document tensions between traditional
religious values and emerging modern
lifestyles. This study examines how these
writers interpret this encounter and how
their cultural backgrounds shape these
interpretations.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

This research adopts a descriptive-
analytical and comparative approach,
analyzing selected travelogues in Persian
and Arabic. Key thematic indicators
include religion, ethics, women’s status,
artistic expression, architecture, and
manifestations of modern civilization.

Findings:

Findings show that Muslim travel
writers express their experience of
modernity in three major dimensions:

1. The contrast between religious
lifestyles and secular norms;

2. Moral
modernity; and

critiques of Western

3. Reconsideration of the relationship
between religion, reason, and ethics.

Persian authors tend to focus on cultural
and moral aspects of modernity, whereas
Arabic authors, shaped by colonial
memory, offer more political and critical
readings.

Literary-philosophical researches

3. Discussion

The core issue in these narratives is not
merely the clash of tradition and
modernity, but the transformation of
religious and ethical understanding
through exposure to modern societal
structures. The travel experience becomes
a catalyst for questioning inherited
religious concepts and for evaluating the
moral foundations of Western societies.

4. Conclusion

Persian and Arabic travelogues reveal that
religion continues to shape Eastern
identity, yet modernity challenges
traditional frameworks and necessitates
reinterpreting religious concepts.
Through direct cultural encounters, travel
writers illuminate the evolving
relationship between religion, ethics, and
modernity, providing valuable insight into
the intellectual transformations of the
modern Muslim subject.
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