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Abstract

The phenomenon of perceptual error-especially in instances where the mind,
due to habituated cognitive schemas and anticipatory conceptualization,
misinterprets sensory input-constitutes a central problem in empiricist
epistemology and contemporary cognitive psychology. Drawing upon John
Locke’s representational theory of perception, this paper argues that sensory
experience is inseparably entangled with interpretive-cognitive processes. The
mind, influenced by internalized patterns and behavioural conditioning, may
erroneously predicate qualities upon subjects without a complete conceptual
apprehension error classified in formal logic as predication before conception. By
aligning Locke’s approach with Rumi's mystical conception of habit as an
epistemic veil _ as explicitly illustrated in the tale of the peasant and the cow_ it
is demonstrated that habit is not merely a cognitive obstacle to the direct
apprehension of truth. In Rumi’s framework, liberating perception from habitual
prefiguration necessitates a suspension of preconceptions and return to
unmediated spiritual receptivity_ achievable only through hayrat, hudur, and
fana. This interdisciplinary inquiry seeks to synthesize logical, psychological, and
mystical perspectives to offer a comprehensive model of perceptual fallibility,
thus enabling a deeper reconsideration of the relation between experience, idea,
and reality.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The tale of “The Villager Scratching the
Cow at Night” from Rumi’s Masnavi
appears, at first glance, to be a humorous
story of sensory error and naive
perception. Yet beneath its simple surface
lies a profound epistemological critique of
blind imitation and unreflective faith. Rumi
uses this narrative to dramatize the
distinction between outer perception and
inner cognition, suggesting that when
sense experience is detached from the
light of reason, it becomes the source of
illusion rather than insight. In this regard,
John Locke’s empiricist theory of
knowledge—particularly his reflections on
the limits of experience—offers a valuable
philosophical framework for interpreting
the villager's cognitive error. Both
thinkers, though situated in vastly
different traditions, share an interest in
how perception, awareness, and
understanding intersect.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method
This study adopts an explanatory-
analytical and comparative
epistemological approach. It examines key
concepts such as the knowing subject, the
object of knowledge, sensory perception,
epistemic tranquility, and imitative belief
within the intellectual frameworks of
Locke and Rumi. The analysis draws upon
Locke’s notion of “clear and distinct ideas”
and the mental evidence required for
epistemic certainty, juxtaposed with
Rumi’'s mystical emphasis on inner
illumination and the rejection of faith by
imitation. The aim is to reveal how both
thinkers diagnose the crisis of knowledge
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that arises when perception mistakes
appearance for truth—when the finite
subject fails to distinguish the worldly
object from the transcendent one.

3. Discussion

In Rumi’s allegory, the villager represents
the cognitive subject who relies entirely on
sensory data to apprehend the external
world. The absence of light symbolizes the
absence of reason and spiritual
illumination, reducing knowledge to mere
sensation. The cow thus functions as a
false or mundane object, misidentified as
the lion (or in some versions, the sacred
“shir”), which stands for the object of the
transcendent realm. This symbolic
confusion mirrors a fallacy of cognition—a
sophism born of conflating the visible with
the real—similar to the perceptual errors
Locke warns against in his Essay
Concerning Human Understanding.

For Locke, such error stems from a
failure of mental reflection and inadequate
evidence, while for Rumi it signifies the
absence of divine light and the bondage of
imitative belief. In Locke’s philosophy,
epistemic tranquility is attained through
clear ideas verified by internal reflection;
in Rumi’s mysticism, it emerges only
through the soul’s participation in divine
illumination. = Consequently,  whereas
Locke’s epistemology remains immanent
and confined within the human mind,
Rumi’s vision transcends it, orienting
knowledge toward the Absolute.

4. Conclusion

Ultimately, Rumi’s tale portrays the
epistemic plight of a sense-bound
humanity that mistakes partial

appearances for truth in the darkness of
unawareness. Locke, though addressing a
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different intellectual horizon, likewise
underscores the limitations of sensory
knowledge but locates redemption in the
refinement of ideas and rational reflection
rather than mystical insight. The contrast
between the cow and the lion (or sacred
shir) thus signifies the divide between the
mundane and the transcendent object,
between imitative faith and visionary
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knowledge. Both thinkers converge on the
necessity of awareness, reflection, and
authenticity in the act of knowing—yet
they diverge radically in  their
metaphysical grounds: Rumi’s
epistemology is existential and
theophanic, while Locke’s remains
empirical and mental.
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