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Abstract

Both Hirshch and Gadamer criticize methods in textual interpretation. Hershch
fundamentally rejects method as an external imposition on the text and instead
introduces the principle that it operates on the author's intention and verifies the
interpretation. He emphasizes that a valid interpretation must be in accordance
with the author's intention. Gadamer also criticizes the concept of "method" and
emphasizes the importance of prejudices and traditions in understanding. By
emphasizing the participatory nature of understanding, he highlights the reader's
contribution to the interpretive process and introduces the concept of a game,
in which priority is given to the reactions of the players rather than the rules.
Hershch pays attention to literal meaning and believes that a valid interpretation
must correspond to the type of text and the author's intention. Gadamer also
considers prejudices as a factor that, in addition to creating understanding, opens
up new possibilities for interpretation. This article examines the differences and
similarities between the views of these two philosophers on the method and
criteria of interpretation and attempts to examine the prejudices that influence
a particular interpretation by combining a specific reading of Gadamer and
Foucault's archaeology.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Hermeneutics, in its traditional and early
meaning, was closely tied to the
interpretation of sacred texts. With the
beginning of the nineteenth century and
due to the efforts of Schleiermacher and
the expansion of the field of
interpretation, it refers to the
interpretation of any text, especially a
literary text, and any attempt at "the
process of understanding meaning."
Nowadays, to distinguish the types of
hermeneutics, hermeneutics is generally

separated using differentiating
descriptors, such  as traditional
hermeneutics, philosophical

hermeneutics, and modern hermeneutics.
Eric Donald Hirsch, a defender of objective
hermeneutics and interpretation that
focuses on the author's intentions and one
of Gadamer's main critics, in his book,
"Validity in Interpretation”, develops his
idea to present a criterion for valid
interpretation; that is, the process through
which a "particular interpretation” must be
considered valid. Hans Georg Gadamer,
one of the contemporary hermeneutic
philosophers, challenged the "method" of
interpreting texts that had begun with
Schleiermacher and Dilthey and addressed
the fundamental point in his works that
philosophical hermeneutics, which deals
with the foundations of human
understanding, can be applied as a literary
hermeneutic theory without reducing its
philosophical aspects. While other
thinkers often conceived hermeneutics as
a practice of textual interpretation or as a
theory of understanding, Gadamer defines
hermeneutics as the deconstruction of
methodological structures of

Literary-philosophical researches

interpretation and the refusal to confine
understanding to a fixed method.

2. Method, Review of

Literature, and Purpose

This study adopts a comparative-
analytical approach to examine the
problem of “method” in Gadamer’s
philosophical hermeneutics and to
compare its principles with Hirsch’s
hermeneutics, focusing particularly on the
question of applicability. The central
questions are:

1 .Can philosophical hermeneutics in

general, and Gadamer’s hermeneutics in
particular, be applied in actual interpretive
practice?

2 .If a hermeneutic theory does not

provide explicit methodological principles
and rules—as we see in Schleiermacher,
Betti, or Hirsch—then in what domain can
it be implemented?

The question of the possibility of
application in Gadamer's hermeneutics,
and the acknowledgement of its
impracticability, in advance, while he
assumes that "hermeneutics claiming
principles and method" is applicable, gives
a special meaning to the idea of
"application” in conjunction with method.
This research aims to examine the
differences and similarities between
Hirsch's and Gadamer's perspectives on
the concepts of "method" and "criterion."
It is also intended to present an
application of Foucault's archaeology,
relying on a specific reading of Gadamer,
in which the main effort is to examine the
prejudices that influence a specific
interpretation.
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3. Discussion

Hirsch criticizes the method in the sense
of an approach to interpret the text, and
Gadamer basically criticizes the idea of
"method" as "applying and imposing
something from the outside on the text".
While both consider the existence of a
"criterion" essential for interpretation,
they shift the scope of the criterion's
influence to after the interpretation has
occurred or taken place.

In  Hirsch's view, the hasty
generalizations that are made by the
method or as a result of relying on the
method do not have a sufficient
proportion with what is known as the text.
He distinguishes between “rules” and
“principles,” rejecting rules as prescriptive
instructions  for interpretation. He
introduces the principle that has a
verifiability function. Therefore, it puts
forward the principle of relying on the
author's intention and aims to explain the
process according to which a done-taken
interpretation "must" be considered valid;
an interpretation that has undoubtedly
resulted from attention to the author's
intention.

Gadamer, in contrast, draws an initial
distinction between method in the human
sciences and in the natural sciences,
paralleling his differentiation between
poetry and everyday language—a
distinction Hirsch rejects. For Gadamer,
hermeneutics is more than a mere
methodological tool; following Heidegger,
he views it as a fundamental structure that
shapes human understanding. Therefore,
after  presenting a  process  of
understanding, he first explores the
conditions of the  process  of
understanding; in this regard, he puts
forward the concepts of "prejudice” and
"tradition", which always affect this
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process and, most importantly, make
"understanding" possible.

By emphasizing the participatory
nature of understanding, he considers the
reader's contribution more than ever
before, and by putting forward the
concept of "game," he views the structure
of understanding as participatory; in a
game, what takes priority over the
intentions of the players and the rules
governing the game is the game itself and
the reactions that the players have to the
rules. As in the act of "participation” as
opposed to "inhibition", that "thing", "text",
or "other" gets a significant opportunity to
emerge, and the reader, in the process of
understanding, pulls out the truth of the
understood thing from its reality and
reaches self-understanding. With this
perspective, in fact, in the act of
interpretation, we will not have a
transcendental subject, but rather the act
of interpretation, as a game, constantly
shifts the fields of the text/other and the
interpreter, so that sometimes the
interpreter interprets the text/other and
sometimes the text/other interprets and
self-understands the interpreter. This
situation is tied to the concept of "event,"
according to Gadamer.

4. Conclusion

First of all, the concept of application and
applicability of Gadamer's philosophical
hermeneutics is not like the applicability
of the views of some theorists in the field
of criticism, where a set of components
can be taken from their views and used in
the criticism of works as a model for
critique. Moreover, the application of
Gadamer's ideas does not necessarily
negate the method of interpretation or
succumb to any kind of interpretation. The
apparent paradox in Gadamer’s reflections
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on method and anti-method stems from
these two crucial considerations. Also, to

texts, this study points out two important
components in Gadamer's views: "genre"
and "style", which, like presuppositions,
affect the interpreter's mentality. Both
components are also tied to the concept of
historicity and the era's horizon. For this
reason, every act of interpretation, in
every horizon and historicity, is a novel
and unique event, even if the interpreter
and the text remain constant. Therefore,
the relationship between the text and the
interpreter is not a one-to-one
relationship, and both sides of the
relationship, in their historical fluidity and
becoming, make the act of interpretation
dynamic and fluid.

Both Gadamer and Hirsch transfer their
hermeneutic reflection and the issue of
method /rule to post-interpretation. As a
result, Hirsch chooses to rely on the
author, while Gadamer chooses to reflect
on and discover the "conditions" that lead
to understanding.
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explain the application of Gadamer's
hermeneutic views in the interpretation of
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