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The Language of the Termites (Lughat-e Muran) is one of the symbolic and
allegorical texts in the tradition of Illuminationist (Ishraqi) wisdom, in which
Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi employs a theatrical and imaginative language to
articulate core philosophical concepts such as light, hierarchies of being, spiritual
journey, and gnostic knowledge. This article adopts an analytical-interpretive
approach and examines how Suhrawardi integrates dramatic and symbolic
elements, including allegory, metaphor, imagery, imaginative spaces, and story
structures, into his philosophical exposition. The findings demonstrate that
Suhrawardi creates a multi-layered world of symbolic visions and mystical codes,

Keywords: enabling a philosophical and intuitive understanding of abstract Illuminationist
Mystical-Allegorical ideas. Departing from the formal and syllogistic language of Peripatetic
Stories, Illuminationist philosophy, he shifts toward an indirect and artistic expression of truth, inviting
Wisdom, Lughat-e Moran, | the reader not merely to grasp ideas intellectually, but to experience them
Suhrawardi, Dramatic inwardly and contemplatively. Thus, Lughat al-Muran is not merely a literary or
Language. mystical text, but a profound example of the fusion between aesthetic story

structures and the metaphysical principles of Illuminationist wisdom, where
wisdom is conveyed not through argument, but through symbolic witnessing and
inner illumination.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study examines Suhrawardi’s Lughat-
e Moran, a concise yet philosophically rich
mystical-allegorical treatise, through the
lens of dramatic language as a vehicle for
expressing  Illuminationist ~ Wisdom
(hikmat al-ishraqg). Moving beyond the
Peripatetic = emphasis on syllogistic
reasoning and demonstrative proof,
Suhrawardi constructs a symbolic and
performative narrative universe populated
by animals, luminous landscapes, and
metaphoric actions that embody core
[lluminationist concepts, light, intellect,
and the soul’s ascent toward its origin. His
epistemology privileges direct presence
(hudur) and intuitive unveiling (kashf) over
abstract  conceptualization, thereby
requiring a literary form capable of
engaging both the intellect and the
imaginative faculty.

In Lughat-e Moran, philosophical
insight is not delivered as a static set of
propositions; it is enacted through layered
narration, dynamic imagery, and symbolic
encounters. The reader is not positioned
as a passive recipient of doctrine but as an
active participant in a staged journey of
ascent, paralleling the metaphysical
movement from sensory obscurity to the
Light of Lights. This performative quality
aligns with the Platonic tradition of
philosophical myth, in which anamnesis is
awakened through narrative immersion, as
well as with Islamic mystical pedagogy,
where symbolic unveiling guides the
seeker toward inner recognition.

By focusing on the work’s dramatic
language, this study contends that
Suhrawardi’s narrative mode is not merely
ornamental but ontologically grounded.
The text does not aim simply to describe
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illumination but to induce it, shaping the
conditions under which metaphysical
truths may be inwardly intuited. In this
sense, Lughat-e Moran functions
simultaneously as a  philosophical
discourse and a spiritual exercise.

2. Purpose, Literature Review,
and Method

The primary purpose of this research is to
analyze how Lughat-e Moran embodies
Illuminationist Wisdom through narrative
form, revealing the epistemological and
ontological functions of its dramatic
language. By interpreting the text as both
a philosophical treatise and a symbolic
performance, the study seeks to clarify the
relationship ~ between Suhrawardf’s
metaphysics and his narrative strategies.

The literature review draws on major
works by Henry Corbin, Seyyed Hossein
Nasr, and John Walbridge, who have
contextualized Suhrawardi within the
Persian mystical tradition and Platonic
heritage. Additionally, the research
engages Jacob Klein’s commentary on
Plato’s Meno to explore parallels between
Platonic recollection and Suhrawardr’s
concept of inner awakening. Comparative
sources from Neoplatonism further
illuminate the metaphysical architecture
underlying the text’s imaginal settings.

Methodologically, the study employs a
qualitative interpretive-analytical
approach; it includes symbolic-semantic
analysis of recurring motifs (dew, mirrors,
birds, luminous realms), narrative-
structural analysis of dramatic
progression and participatory dynamics,
and hermeneutic reflection grounded in
both Islamic philosophy and comparative
classical traditions. This integrated
method enables a reading that appreciates
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Lughat-e Moran as a work that fuses
metaphysical doctrine  with  the
experiential aesthetics of narrative.

3. Discussion

The analysis reveals that Suhrawardi’s
symbolic narrative in Lughat-e Moran
functions as an autonomous
epistemological mode, not merely as a
decorative  vessel for pre-existing
philosophical concepts. Episodes such as
the ants’ debate over the origin of a dew-
drop, for instance, encapsulate and
contrast distinct modes of knowing,
empirical observation, rational deduction,
and intuitive insight. The culmination in
the sage’s pronouncement that the droplet
is a tear of the truth-seeking heart shifts
the axis of knowledge from external
perception toward inward illumination.
This reframing aligns closely with
[lluminationist ~ principles, in which
genuine understanding is conceived not as
the product of inferential reasoning but as
an act of receptivity to self-disclosing
truth.

Equally significant is the spatial
architecture embedded within
Suhrawardr’s narrative world. The realms
of light, mirrored chambers, and spiraling
ascents are not arbitrary literary
embellishments; they are structural
analogues to his metaphysical cosmology.
The movement from shadowy, material
domains toward the luminous apex of the
Light of Lights proceeds through the
intermediate plane of the ‘alam al-mithal
(Imaginal World), a domain that mediates
between sensory experience and
intelligible reality. These spaces operate as
experiential topologies, wherein the act of
traversing symbolic landscapes mirrors
the soul's hierarchical ascent through
degrees of being. In imaginatively
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inhabiting these realms, the reader
participates in a dramatized metaphysical
journey.

Suhrawardr’s dramatic language further
transforms reading into a participatory
philosophical act. The text's open-ended
narrative arcs and polysemous imagery
compel the reader to assume the role of
co-interpreter, navigating interpretive
ambiguities without the guarantee of
definitive resolution. This participatory
hermeneutics mirrors Illuminationist
pedagogy, which privileges personal
realization  (kashf) over  didactic
instruction. In this respect, Lughat-e
Moran resonates with both Platonic
anamnesis, wherein the soul recollects
pre-existent truths, and Islamic dhikr, the
rhythmic remembrance of divine reality,
both of which presuppose that truth is
awakened internally = rather  than
transmitted externally.

The aesthetic-linguistic dimension of
Suhrawardi's prose also plays a central
role in its philosophical function.
Sentences such as “Light was and nothing
besides” condense complex ontological
axioms into aphoristic form, achieving
both semantic precision and affective
potency. The language operates on dual
registers, conveying conceptual meaning
while also activating the reader’s
imaginative and contemplative faculties.
This poetic condensation intensifies the
metaphysical impact, offering flashes of
illumination that cannot be fully
paraphrased without loss.

By deliberately maintaining interpretive
tensions and refraining from narrative
closure, Suhrawardi structures Lughat-e
Moran as an ongoing site of philosophical
engagement. The unresolved symbols and
open spaces invite re-reading, ensuring
that the text remains a living interlocutor
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rather than a fixed repository of
doctrine. Ultimately, this discussion
positions Lughat-e Moran not as a literary
supplement to philosophy, but as
philosophy itself, embodied, enacted, and
lived through the medium of symbolic
dramaturgy. Its interplay of images,
spaces, and actions is not a veil obscuring
the truth but the very path by which the
truth is approached, experienced, and
partially unveiled.

4. Conclusion

This study concludes that Suhrawardi’s
Lughat-e Moran is a paradigmatic example
of philosophy expressed through dramatic
narrative rather than discursive argument.
The text’s allegorical structure, symbolic
motifs, and imaginal spaces function as
integral elements of Illuminationist
epistemology, guiding the reader from
conceptual knowing toward luminous
presence.

By aligning the work with Platonic
myth, Neoplatonic metaphysics, and
Islamic mystical pedagogy, the analysis
shows how Suhrawardi adapts the
principle of recollection to a distinctly
Islamic framework of inner awakening.
The narrative’s openness, ambiguity, and
affective resonance enable it to serve as a
participatory  philosophical  exercise,
transforming the reader from a passive
recipient into an engaged seeker.

The findings underscore that Lughat-e
Moran should be read not merely as a
didactic text but as a performative act of
illumination, one in which language,
image, and metaphysics are inseparable.
Future research could extend this
interpretive framework to Suhrawardr’s
other allegorical writings, as well as to
comparative  studies with  mystical
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narratives in other traditions, thereby
enriching our understanding of how
philosophical truths can be transmitted
through the art of symbolic storytelling.
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