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By expanding the ideas of his teacher, Nasafi, and influenced by Neoplatonic and
Gnostic thoughts, Abu Ya'qub Sijistani presented a kind of cosmological
philosophical system that continued in the works of later thinkers. The subject of
this study, conducted through a descriptive-analytical method, is the analysis of
the levels of existence from his perspective. According to Abu Ya'qub, creation
begins with innovation (or invention). Then the Universal Intellect, which is an
eternal substance, comes into being. From the Universal Intellect, the Universal
Soul, a spiritual and mobile substance, is created, and from the Intellect and Soul
arise Ancestor, Conquest, and Imagination. Nature is the third creation that is

Keywords: produced from the Universal Soul, and it creates the body through the powers of
Abu Yaqub Sijistani, form and matter (Hyle), time and space, and motion and rest. The Universal Soul,
Hierarchy of Creation, through the intermediary of Nature and by means of the celestial spheres, creates
Universal Intellect, Whole | the elements, and from the elements, the three births come into existence.
Soul, Nature, Human. Human beings are the ultimate goal of creation, who, guided by the prophets and

with the help of Intellect, achieve happiness.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

With the expansion of their conquests and
entry into new territories, Muslims came
into contact with new ideas. Various
sciences, including  wisdom  and
philosophy, had been prevalent in Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Iran, and India since ancient
times. Encountering Islamic thoughts and
teachings with the aforementioned body
of knowledge gave rise to new intellectual
discussions. It paved the way for the
translation of philosophical works into
Arabic, influencing various schools of
thought within the Islamic world. One of
these schools of thought was the Ismailis.
Influenced by Neoplatonic and Gnostic
ideas, Abu Ya'qub al-Sijistani expanded
upon the thought of his teacher Abu
Abdollah al-Nasafi and sought to explain
creation by developing a hierarchical
intellectual framework.

2. Research Methodology

This study was conducted employing a
descriptive-analytical method based on
original sources. It first attempts to
present Neoplatonic thoughts and Gnostic
ideas, which are the main intellectual
origins of Abu Ya'qub al-Sijistani’s
ideology, and subsequently examines and
analyzes the hierarchical levels of
existence as articulated in his works. The
research relies primarily on al-Sijistani’s
major writings, namely, al-Iftikhar, al-
Magqaliid al-Malakutiyya, Ithbat al-
Nubuwwat, al-Yanabi, and Kashf al-
Mabhjub, the last of which is the only source
written in Persian. Additionally, to further
elucidate al-Sijistani’s ideas, other Ismaili
sources and related works have
occasionally been consulted.
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3. Discussion and Analysis

From the perspective of Abu Yaqub al-
Sijistni, creation begins with ibda
(origination), an act of God’'s will that
occurs without matter and form. This is an
act without instrument, time, or space,
serving as the First Cause for all lower
levels of existence. From ibda emerges the
Universal Intellect, a luminous, eternal,
and immaterial substance, both in essence
and in action. The Intellect is the source of
all simple and composite substances, and
by its connection to ibda, it comprehends
the essence, quality, and quantity of all
entities in the cosmos. Spiritual and
corporeal forms are attached to the
Intellect through ibda, with the seeds of all
levels of existence latent within it. The
Universal Soul considered the second
creation, is a spiritual, dynamic, and
enduring substance. It emanates from the
Intellect, deriving benefit from it and
transmitting these benefits to lower levels
of existence. The Soul possesses
compositional capacity, generating both
spiritual and corporeal forms. As the
creator of nature and the physical world, it
functions as the intermediary between the
Intellect and the realm of multiplicity.

From the union of Intellect and Soul,
three spiritual beings emerge:
Earnestness, Victory, and Imagination,
which, in  religious  terminology,
correspond to Gabriel, Michael, and Israfil.
The third creation, Nature, is a spiritual
substance that, though caused by the
Universal Soul, presides over the physical
realm. Through the instruments of
celestial spheres and heavenly bodies,
Nature brings the physical world into
being. Matter, form, space, time, motion,
and rest constitute its operative powers.
The subsequent stage is Body, which exists
within the celestial sphere, subject to time
and space. The celestial spheres
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themselves arise from the union of form
and matter. The Universal Soul imparts
forms via Nature onto the primordial
simple substances, thus giving rise to the
four elements. Transformation, change,
motion, line, surface, and dimension are
transmitted from the celestial spheres to
these elements. From the elements
emerge the three natural kingdoms, with
humanity occupying the highest rank.
Human beings are regarded as the
ultimate purpose of creation,
encapsulating the subtlest realities of both
the spiritual and physical realms as a
composite of body and soul. Prophets and
their designated successors, along with
the Intellect, serve as guides leading
humanity away from the confines of
nature toward salvation and ultimate
felicity.

4. Conclusion

Abu Ya'qub al-Sijistni, one of the
prominent Ismaili thinkers and
missionaries of the 3rd and 4th centuries
AH (9th-10th centuries CE), sought to
formulate a  cosmological  system
influenced by the ideas of al-Nasafi. His
intellectual framework regarding the
hierarchy of creation was significantly
shaped by Neoplatonic thought, which had
entered the Islamic world through the
translation movement. This cosmological
system begins with the Divine Command
and Origination (ibda), proceeding
through the stages of the Universal
Intellect, the Universal Soul, Universal
Nature and its operative powers, the
celestial spheres and heavenly bodies, the
sequential levels of mineral, plant, animal,
and finally, human existence. Al-Sijistani’s
cosmological vision, on the one hand,
elucidates the process of creation, the
hierarchical order of existence, humanity’s
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position within the cosmos, and its
ultimate destiny; on the other hand, it
reflects a transcendentalist perspective
that places God Almighty beyond the
material world. The influence of Gnostic
ideas on al-Sijistani's thought is most
evident in his conception of the human
soul’s destiny. Positioned at the final rung
of existence yet simultaneously at the
threshold of the upward arc, the human
being is the only creature capable of
ascending the ladder of salvation. By
drawing wupon intellect and divine
guidance, humanity can transcend the
natural realm and attain eternal felicity in
the spiritual world.
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