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Vladimir Solovyov, a Russian philosopher, considers love beyond a mere human
emotion, viewing it as a spiritual and transformative force that guides humans
from individual and material constraints towards absolute perfection. In his
belief, the union of two limited beings in love provides a ground for the
emergence of an ideal and absolute personality. This study, drawing on the
spiritual philosophy of Vladimir Solovyov, examines the love of Layla and Majnun
in Nizami's epic poem and, employing an analytical-comparative approach,
demonstrates how Nizami utilizes love not merely as an emotional bond, but as
an educational and spiritual force on the path to human absolute perfection.

Keywords: Content analysis, focusing on key themes such as Majnun's sacrifice, his spiritual
Love Theory, Layla and connection with Layla, and the transcendence of individual and social limitations,
Majnun, Philosophy of extracts the concepts of love in Nizami's epic poem. Then, by comparing these
Love, Spiritual Education, | concepts with Solovyov's theory of love as a force for transcending material
Solovyov.. limitations and reaching absolute perfection, a significant overlap is shown

between Solovyov's philosophical view and Nizami's narrative of love. Specifically,
parts of the epic poem that depict sacrifice, spiritual love, and transcending
worldly constraints in the relationship between Layla and Majnun are examined
comparatively. The results show that love in Nizami's epic poem serves as a
symbol of an educational and transformative movement that guides Majnun
toward spiritual perfection and the understanding of absolute values.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The poem Layla and Majnun by Nezami
(535 AH-607-612 AH) is one of the most
influential love stories, serving as a valid
model for other poets in the field of lyrical
literature. Vladimir Solovyov was a 19th-
century philosopher and literary critic
who played a vital role in Russian literature
and philosophy. This study examines
Nezami Ganjavi's Layla and Majnun from
the perspective of Vladimir Solovyov’s
philosophy of love, drawing on Solovyov’s
theory of love and a combination of
various religious and philosophical
traditions to analyze the role of love in the
development of the characters of Layla
and Majnun. The main questions of the
research center on the transformation of
Majnun’s love and the development of
Layla’s identity, particularly in relation to
love and family. The primary hypothesis is
that the love between Layla and Majnun,
beyond being a love story, is a social
critique of genuine love that faces
individual and social challenges, ultimately
leading to the transformation of identity.
Since the poem Layla and Majnun contains
one of the most romantic themes in lyrical
literature, this study, relying on Solovyov’s
philosophical model, examines the central
role of love in shaping the story’s
characters and assesses its level of
influence.

2. Methodology

This study employs an analytical-
descriptive research methodology to
analyze the story of "Layla and Majnun" by
Nezami, drawing on library sources and
primary texts. Researchers seek to provide
evidence of types of love from the
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perspective of Vladimir Solovyov in this
epic to demonstrate that each character's
actions are rooted in the influence of the
element of love. This analysis examines
how actions and characterization are
shaped through the concept of love from
Solovyov's perspective, emphasizing the
relationship between love and the
behavior of fictional characters. In
summary, this section outlines the method
and key findings of the research regarding
the central role of love in the epic of "Layla
and Majnun" from Solovyov's philosophical
perspective.

3. Research and Review

Solovyov, contrary  to  common
approaches, begins his study with a
comprehensive metaphysics of love,
rejecting the hypothesis that the primary
purpose of sexual attraction is
reproduction, emphasizing the increasing
complexity of beings and the decreasing
number of offspring in the course of
evolution. He defines love as the
transcendence and liberation of the
individual from selfishness, seeing it as
both an unattainable ideal and a
manifestation of ontological truths that
can manifest as sexual desire, religious
fervor, or human empathy. According to
Solovyov, love between a man and a
woman plays a pivotal role in the mystical
evolution of the world and serves as a path
to unconditional evolution in the other
person, thereby becoming an evolutionary
strategy to overcome cosmic collapse. He
considers sexual relationships not merely
as love but as a factor in revealing and
idealizing love, stressing another central
aspect understood from within individual
self-awareness. From his perspective, love
has a cross-structured nature that links
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human relationships (horizontal) with
spiritual transcendence (vertical), and the
lover’s gaze is a reflection of divine
manifestation in the other. This love
originates from God’s love for humans and
provides the foundation for unity.
Solovyov regards love as the factor that
distinguishes human superiority over
other living beings, because individuality
in humans has intrinsic value and cannot
be merely a tool for other purposes. The
goal of human spiritual evolution is not to
use personality as a tool but to achieve
human perfection through the harmony of
actions with a higher understanding.
Meanwhile, Nizami’s "Layla and Majnun" is
considered a profound social and human
critique of genuine and transcendent love
that surpasses social, individual, and
spiritual limitations, approaching absolute
perfection. Love in this story is an
emotional, spiritual, and educational force
challenging notions of humanity and
society. Social challenges and pressures,
such as Layla’s marriage to Ibn Salam, not
only depict limitations but also lead to the
formation of new identities and spiritual
transformations in the characters.
Majnun’s love for Layla elevates him
beyond an ordinary life to the status of a
devoted lover, a process that aligns with
Salaviov’'s  theory of transforming
instinctive love into a spiritual bond that
moves toward existential unity. The love of
Layla and Majnun symbolizes the conflict
between social constraints and spiritual
love, which ultimately results in the
growth and transcendence of both
characters. Salaviov believes that the
mismatch of true love with social norms is
part of spiritual transcendence and
romantic growth. Majnun’s love, despite
its contradictions with convention, gains
strength, and Majnun’s exile from society
highlights the opposition between
spiritual love and societal norms. This
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separation, from Salaviov’s viewpoint, is a
path toward transcendence and spiritual
union.

4. Conclusion

This section emphasizes the
transformative power of love in Nizami’s
"Layla and Majnun," drawing on Solovyov’s
theory. Love, beyond individual and social
limitations, provides a platform for
spiritual growth; just as Layla, with loyalty
in difficult circumstances, symbolizes the
elevation of love, and Majnun, by
transcending material identity, attains
spiritual unity. This love serves as a tool for
spiritual perfection and liberation from
human  constraints, aligning  with
Solovyov's theory of love as a bridge
between humans and the absolute. Love
not only changes the relationship between
the lover and the beloved but also leads to
the formation of new identities; Layla
navigates between social duties and
spiritual love, and Majnun, by accepting
suffering, attains a mystical identity. These
transformations show that true love is a
force for creating new characters and
advancing toward perfection. The story
depicts the conflict between the material
and spiritual dimensions of love through
Layla's marriage to Ibn Salam and Majnun's
spiritual love. This duality presents social
and individual constraints against the
movement toward spiritual freedom and
sublime perfection, setting the stage for a
social critique of restrictive structures of
love. In "Layla and Majnun," love, by
confronting challenges, acts as an
educational and spiritual force that guides
humans toward absolute perfection,
serving as a model for spiritual
transformation and achieving existential
unity.
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