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This paper analyzes the experience of embodied sensation in Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s
stories, examining the realism in his works through contemporary theories,
particularly Fredric Jameson’s views on the Antinomies of Realism. Focusing on
the concept of "affect," the research aims to investigate how sensory and bodily
perceptions are represented in Al-e Ahmad’s narratives, linking this process to
the historical transformation of drives, emotions, and sensations within the
context of modernity. The study distinguishes between the sense of embodied
presence (immediate perception) and its narrative representation (mediated
perception), exploring the relationship between experience and narrative from

Keywords: an antinomic perspective. Drawing on Heidegger’s notion of “Stimmung” and the
affect theory, antinomies | tension between drives and emotions, the paper examines the representation of
of realism, immediate sensory experiences in Al-e Ahmad’s stories, demonstrating how these portrayals
perception, mediated aim to evoke class consciousness and moral stance. Finally, through a qualitative
perception, Fredric analysis of selected stories, including The Footprints, The Desire for Power and

Jameson, Jalal Al-e Ahmad | Balance Sheet, the study illustrates how the depiction of bodily drives in
narratives transforms into a medium for social and cultural reflection via
allegorical and metaphorical techniques. The realism in Al-e Ahmad’s works is
ultimately interpreted as a response to the crises of modernity and late
capitalism.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The paper "An Antinomic Analysis of the
Representation of Corporeal Presence in
Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s Fictions" offers a
theoretical-analytical ~ exploration  of
bodily experience in Al-e Ahmad’s fiction.
Drawing on Fredric Jameson’s theory of
the Antinomies of Realism and Heidegger’s
phenomenological concept of Stimmung
(attunement or affective tonality), the
study investigates the representation of
sensory and bodily perception in relation
to narrative structures. The central
analytical axis is the distinction between
presentational perception (direct bodily
experience) and representational
perception (mediated narrative cognition).
The article argues that Al-e Ahmad’s
portrayal of corporeality serves not merely
aesthetic or sensory purposes but
functions as a medium for class
consciousness and ethical positioning.
Through close readings of selected
stories—including “The Desire for Power”,
“Japa”, and “The Accounting
Discrepancy’—the study demonstrates
how embodied experiences are narratively
deployed as a form of social critique,
challenging the commodification of affect
characteristic of late capitalism. Using a
synthesis of phenomenological
interpretation, cultural semiotics, and
affect theory, the article concludes that
Al-e Ahmad’s realism represents a mode of
resistance against the erosion of historical
memory and the objectification of human
subjectivity under modern capitalist
conditions.
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2. Purpose, Review of

Literature, and Method

This research employs a qualitative,
theoretical-analytical methodology
grounded in interpretive phenomenology
and literary discourse analysis. Its
theoretical framework draws primarily on
Fredric Jameson’s Antinomies of Realism
and Martin Heidegger's notion of
Stimmung (attunement). The research
approach integrates phenomenological
reading of embodied experience, cultural
semiotics, and a distinction between
immediate sensory perception (presence)
and mediated narrative cognition
(representation). The main objective is to
examine how corporeality is represented
in Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s fiction—specifically,
how bodily and sensory experiences are
transformed into layers of social meaning,
ideological critique, and class
consciousness through figurative and
narrative devices. The article argues that
such representations, rather than merely
reflecting affective states, are mobilized as
tools of cultural resistance and ethical
positioning within Al-e Ahmad’s narrative
framework. The theoretical background
draws on the works of Georg Lukécs,
Fredric Jameson, Martin Heidegger, and
Arlie Russell Hochschild. Concepts such as
reification, the crisis of historical memory
in late capitalism, and the
commodification of  affect (via
Hochschild’s notion of “emotional labor”)
provide critical tools for analyzing the role
of the body in narrative. Through this lens,
the article offers a novel interpretation of
Al-e Ahmad’s realism as a site of resistance
against the objectification of subjectivity
in modernity.
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3. Discussion

This article offers a critical re-reading of
bodily experience (corporeality) in the
fiction of Jalal Al-e Ahmad through an
integrated conceptual-theoretical
framework, interweaving key notions such
as Fredric Jameson’s Antinomies of
Realism, Heidegger’s Stimmung
(attunement), and Arlie Hochschild’s
concept of emotional labor. By analytically
distinguishing between presentational
perception (the immediate, pre-reflective
experience of the body) and
representational perception (its narrative
and conceptual mediation), it is argued
that Al-e Ahmad’s depiction of the body is
not merely aesthetic or descriptive, but
rather a medium for reflecting the crises
of subjectivity, historical memory, and
structural pressures within capitalist
modernity.

Through close readings of stories such
as “The Desire for Power”, “The
Accounting Discrepancy”, and “Japa”, the
article demonstrates how sensory and
bodily experiences are transformed in Al-
e Ahmad’s narrative from unnamed,
fragmented, and individual sensations into
symbolic, socially embedded, and
ideologically charged constructs. The
body emerges as both the site of pre-
linguistic drives and a vehicle for political
and ethical meaning. This tension—
between  sensory immediacy and
metaphorical mediation—constitutes the
antinomic core of corporeal
representation in Al-e Ahmad’s realist
fiction.

Drawing on Jameson’s reading of late
capitalism as a regime of “eternal present”
and historical amnesia, the study explores
how Al-e Ahmad’s prose—through its
sensorial texture and affective
suspension—functions as a mode of
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resistance against the commodification of
subjectivity. In  “The  Accounting
Discrepancy”, for example, the bank
employee typifies the alienated modern
subject whose emotions are
instrumentalized within a logic of
productivity. Yet moments of return to
raw affect and bodily presence suggest the
potential for critical consciousness.
Similarly, “The Desire for Power” centers
on the libidinal pull of a rifle, interpreting
it not merely as a personal fantasy but as
an embodied trace of sociopolitical
structures inscribed on the subject. The
symbolic coding of desire reveals a
critique of commodification, wherein even
primal drives are shaped into tokens of
power within a consumerist order.

Employing interpretive
phenomenology and cultural semiotics,
the article ultimately contends that Al-e
Ahmad’s realism is not mimetic or
documentary, but rather a critical
representational mode—one that reclaims
the body as a site of cultural resistance,
subjectivity reconstruction, and historical
reactivation under conditions of advanced
capitalism. His narratives transform the
body into a medium through which the
unspeakable may emerge: the pain of
existing in a commodified world.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study reveal that Jalal
Al-e Ahmad’s realism operates through a
dialectical mechanism in which corporeal
experience is not merely aesthetic or
descriptive but is elevated to a level of
socio-political and ethical representation.
The body, as depicted in his fiction,
becomes a site for the emergence of pre-
linguistic drives that are intricately linked
to class consciousness, subject alienation,
and the crisis of historical memory.
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Analyzed through the lens of Fredric
Jameson’s Antinomies of Realism, the
study shows that the distinction between
presentational and  representational
perception is maintained in Al-e Ahmad’s
narratives, yet the two modes function
dialectically within the text. Immediate
sensory experience is mediated through
figurative and semiotic coding,
transforming it into a tool for ideological
critique. Accordingly, corporeality in Al-e
Ahmad’s fiction reflects not only the
characters’ individual experience but also
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broader social and economic structures.
The study concludes that his realism
mobilizes bodily representation as a site of
critical awareness and cultural resistance,
positioning it in opposition to the
commodification of human subjectivity
under late capitalism. Through this
representational strategy, Al-e Ahmad
reinvests embodied experience with
historical ~and  political =~ meaning,
challenging the objectifying forces of
modern capitalist life.
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