Literary-philosophical researches

Volume 3. Issue 1. Spring & Summer 2025. Pages 205 to 225.

Research Paper

Semiotics of

"Religious Experience" in the

Dialogues of Two Narrative Screenplays, "As Simple
as That" and "So Far, So Close"
Faeghe Abdollahian Balochi"

! Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Farhangian University, Tehran, P.O. Box

889 -14665, Iran.

d’)  10.22080/1pr.2025.28857.1085

Received:

February 16, 2025
Accepted:

July 12, 2025
Available online:
September 06, 2025

Keywords:

Religious experience,
dialogue, absence of
cooperative principles,
rhetorical industries.

Abstract

so far, the field of semiotics has not presented a coherent theory to explain how
religious experience and metaphysical signs emerge within the dialogue of a
narrative screenplay. Drawing upon the principles compiled by Keir Elam,
Professor of English Literature at the University of Bologna, Italy in his book The
Semiotics of Theatre and Drama, including Grices cooperative principles and
rhetorical devices, it is possible for the first time to develop a semiotic system to
elucidate the emergence of religious experience in the dialogue of a narrative
screenplay.Research findings indicate that in the narrative screenplay As Simple

as That, the main character violates clause B of the conversational principle of
quality on four occasions due to fear of the modern world. This clause refers to
not stating something for which there is no evidence. At the end of the
screenplay, the supernatural factor of istikhara, while creating a religious
experience, dismisses all the worrying factors. In the narrative screenplay So Far,
So Close, the existence or non-existence of the metaphysical and meaningful
world is brought to the attention of the audience through the absence and
violation of clause B of the quality principle in Seven dialogues. After the
characters and audiences amazement and bewilderment reach their peak due to
this absence, the appearance of a supernatural and metaphysical event at the end
of the screenplay proves the existence of the world of meaning and metaphysics,
thereby creating a religious experience.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Critics have cited two reasons for the
screenwriters’ reluctance to delve into the
realm of religious experience and
expression of metaphysics: 1. The difficulty
of objectively expressing the abstract
dimension of religious experience and the
metaphysical world (Maddapour, 2007:
287); 2. The issue of people's connection
with metaphysical concepts (Arbabi, 2001:
9). Despite these two factors, the
screenwriters of "As Simple as That" and
"So Far, So Close" have managed to
address this matter with their specific and
particular attention to form and language.
Religious experience is a spiritual state
observed in every religion, occupying a
vast volume of philosophical writings on
religion. This article attempts to
demonstrate what Keir Elam focused on
for analyzing drama, the outcome of which
led to the formulation of a semiotic system
for examining metaphysical signs. Keir
Elam, a professor of English literature at
the University of Bologna, Italy, in parts of
his book Semiotics of Theatre and Drama,
provides a five-column framework for
analyzing drama. By examining this
framework in this research, a dimension of
the semiotics of metaphysics can be
formulated within the realm of narrative
screenplay dialogue .

2. Purpose, Literature Review,
and Method

Until now, the semiotics of religious
experience in the dialogue of the two
narrative screenplays "As Simple as That"
and "So Far, So Close" has not been
examined and analyzed. Previous studies
fall into three categories, differing from
the method and scope of the present
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article. The method of examining and
qualitative content analysis of a narrative
screenplay differs from that of a novel,
short story, or poem. The predominant
writing style of novels, short stories, and
poetry is descriptive, whereas the writing
style of a narrative screenplay is
descriptive-pictorial. This factor
necessitates that any analysis of a
narrative  screenplay considers the
individual-environmental context and
setting. This consideration links the
approach to narrative screenplay analysis
to the first level of discourse
functionalism. At this first level, context is
used in the sense of individual situation
and immediate environment (rules
governing conversation, background
knowledge, etc.) and is referred to as
"interactive-discursive" (Shairi, 2006: 10).
The fundamental question regarding the
dialogues of the two narrative screenplays
"As Simple as That" and "So Far, So Close"
is: What linguistic devices play an essential
role in the understanding, reception, and
transmission of the meaning-oriented
theme and the demonstration of religious
experience?

3. Discussion

In the narrative screenplay "As Simple as
That," the main character, Tahereh, is a
lonely woman. The modern world, with its
characteristics, has imposed traits and
qualities upon her. Due to these imposed
conditions, Tahereh violates clause 'b' of
the Maxim of Quality from the cooperative
principles of conversation to overcome
her current frightening and lonely world.
In four dialogues, she lies and intends to
leave her husband, Amir, and her children,
Arezoo and Ali; however, she is hesitant
about leaving and seeks to resolve this
doubt through Istikhara (seeking divine
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guidance). Minutes before her departure,
Mrs. Behjat, their neighbor, imploringly
asks Tahereh to perform Istikhara for her
daughter's wedding ceremony. Tahereh
performs the Istikhara, and her answer
regarding what has come is "good things"
(Mirkarimi & Rastin, 2009, p. 95). Mrs.
Dezfuli, Tahereh's poetry class teacher,
recites a poem by Tahereh about snow
during their encounter. In the ending,
snow is placed alongside Istikhara (p. 96).
The snow, by its arrival, dismisses the
weather forecast and the modern world of
Mrs. Bordbari, which Tahereh feared, and
calms Tahereh's heart to stay in her shared
life with Amir, her husband. On the other
hand, the snow in Tahereh's poem reminds
her of the day of their acquaintance and
the whiteness of their wedding day,
January 1st, and invites her to recreate the
day she met her husband. In the narrative
screenplay "So Far, So Close," three
characters, Dr. Alam, the Cleric, and Dr.
Nasrin, create rhetorical devices in their
conversations and violate clause 'b' of the
Maxim of Quality. They have no evidence
for their statements, and the quality of
their conversation remains flawed until
the entrance of the "witness" factor, which
is the sacred spark (Dr. Alam being found
by observing the movement of stars). With
Dr. Alam being found from under heaps of
earth by a person the cleric had spoken
about with Dr. Alam on the road, who
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could find people on the ground and even
under heaps of earth by observing the
movement of stars (Mirkarimi & Gowhari,
2009, p. 125) this event, as a spiritual sign
and witness, imbues the five conversations
with the Maxim of Quality, clause 'b', and
triggers a religious experience.

4. Conclusion

The analysis of this research reveals that
clause b’ of the conversational Maxim of
Quality, as one of the cooperative
principles in conversation (which dictates
not saying something false or for which
one lacks evidence), is consistently absent
and violated. The void created by the
absence and violation of this clause of the
conversational Maxim of Quality draws the
audience's attention to finding the true
and correct direction of the statements.
This concentrated attention, coupled with
the emergence of two supernatural
phenomena _ ‘istikhara' (seeking divine
guidance) and 'Dr. Alam's discovery from
under the desert's dunes through the
movement of stars and its alignment with
the appearance of two  natural
phenomena, snow and the existence of a
star for every human being (which are
beyond the calculations and scales of the
material and modern world), leads to the
proof of the metaphysical world.
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