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Aporia, as a tool for generating doubt and eliminating certainty and assurance
from concepts, has had vatious functions in philosophy and literature from
ancient Greece to postmodernism. This study is based on the principles of
relativity and uncertainty. Creation of aporetic situations characterized by doubt
through postmodern narratives provides suitable framework for reflecting
multiple meanings. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, research analyzes
data in three sections: aporetic state, the paradox of indecision, and confusion,
with a focus on the short story collection “Divan-e Somanat.” The aim is to
introduce the concept of aporia as an appropriate tool for analyzing postmodern

Keywords: works. The analysis results indicate that the paradoxical state in these stories
Aporia, Postmodernism, manifests in three forms: identity crisis, existential presence, and text versus text.
Divan-e Somanat, The state of indecision or doubt is expressed through truth, the duality of
Uncertainty, Multiple multiple endings, and ambiguity in recognizing the narrator. Additionally,
Readings. confusion appears through the potential for multiple readings, rebellious

characters, and temporal disturbances within the narratives.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This paper aims to explore and analyze the
characteristics of postmodern literature in
the short story collection Divan-e
Somanat by Abou Torab Khosravi through
the lens of the concept of aporia. Aporia
refers to a state of confusion,
contradiction, and indecisiveness—a
condition that links it closely to
postmodern literature. It encompasses a
wide range of meanings that lead to
disorientation and portrays various
dualities and uncertainties that stem from
the complexities of human interaction
with phenomena. It also emphasizes the
absence of fixed meanings. In texts
dominated by aporetic conditions,
meanings tend to be unstable, and no
definitive interpretation or conclusion is
drawn from the text. All the elements that
create an aporetic state can be observed in
Divan-e Somanat. Based on this, the study
seeks to examine the collection under
three main themes: contradiction,
indecisiveness  or  skepticism, and
confusion and wonder, and introduces
aporia as a concept inherently aligned with
postmodern literature.

2. Purpose, Literature Review,
and Method

This research is based on library sources
and conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method. To this end, relevant
textual evidence was extracted from the
stories in Divan-e Somanat and analyzed
within the framework of the aporia
concept. One of the key findings of this
study is the correlation between aporia
and postmodern literature. Notably,
volume three of Short Story in Iran by
Hossein Payandeh is a significant prior
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work in this field, particularly because it
includes a separate section analyzing the
post-structuralist approach in the story
Pelekan (The Staircase) from Divan-e
Somanat. Regarding literary studies on
aporia, the MA thesis Analysis of Hafez's
Ghazals Based on the Concept of Aporia in
Jacques Derrida’s Thought by Ayoub Azizi,
Ghodsi Rezvanian, and Farzad Balu is
noteworthy. The purpose of this study is to
introduce the philosophical concept of
aporia as a tool for analyzing
postmodernist works and to gain a deeper
understanding of semantic deadlocks,
narrative suspensions, and multiplicities in
Divan-e Somanat—all of which align with
the concept of aporia.

3. Discussion

Aporia—often referred to as the aporetic
state or situation—is a Greek term
meaning  difficulty, perplexity, or
helplessness. It is essentially a condition of
doubt that prevents definitive conclusions.
In aporetic situations, neither of the
possible interpretations may be correct;
sometimes both are correct, or both are
incorrect. In other words, when an
individual reaches a point in reasoning
where they no longer know how to
proceed or resolve an issue, they are in an
aporetic state.

Postmodernism is a philosophical,
intellectual, and cultural movement that
emerged from the socio-political and
economic changes of the 20th century and
developed in reaction to the organized and
systematic thought of structuralism. Its
main approach is characterized by
fragmentation,  indeterminacy, and
multiplicity, and it is based on relativism
and skepticism. In the 20th century,
following structuralism, French post-
structuralists such as Jacques Derrida
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emerged as pioneers of postmodern
criticism. The body of thought developed
by these thinkers formed the intellectual
foundation of postmodernism. Derrida
denied the existence of fixed and stable
meaning in texts, arguing that meaning is
never final or conclusive.

The concept of aporia, as a
philosophical notion expressing indecision
and doubt, aligns fully with the
postmodern  literary  paradigm  of
uncertainty and relativism. It can thus
serve as an effective analytical tool for this
type of literature. Aporia is intrinsically
postmodern because it engages with
doubt, relativism, multiplicity of meaning,
and the crisis of meaning—precisely the
features  postmodernism  seeks  to
highlight.

Moreover, in aporetic texts, the reader
faces ultimate deadlocks and indecision
regarding the resolution of situations.
Nevertheless, aporia can be considered a
valuable tool for postmodernist texts, as it
liberates the reader from the tyranny of
singular meaning  and imposed
interpretations. This feature enables re-
readings, alternative interpretations, and
creative criticism, removing final authority
from the author and transferring the
interpretative role to the reader. Under
these conditions, the reader becomes a
dynamic and active participant in the
meaning-making process alongside the
author.

By uncovering this connection, the
present study aims to examine Divan-e
Somanat as a postmodern short story
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collection by identifying aporetic
situations within the narrative through the
three shared categories between aporia
and postmodern literature: contradiction,
indecisiveness, and confusion or wonder.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be claimed that
uncertainty, disorientation, multiplicity,
contradiction, ambiguity, and similar traits
form the structural core of the stories in
Divan-e Somanat, each playing a
significant role in intensifying the aporetic
condition. The term aporia, with its
implications of unpredictability and
multiplicity, aligns closely with many
postmodern  elements,  particularly
uncertainty and relativism observed in the
analyzed stories. Aporia symbolizes or
functions as a tool for understanding
situations lacking certainty.

Additionally,  formal elements  of
postmodernism—such  as  temporal
disruption, multiple narratives, and
metafiction—create a narrative space that
amplifies aporetic disorientation, leaving
no definitive answers in the text.
Ultimately, the term aporia, which has
roots in ancient Greek thought and has
reemerged through the works of
contemporary thinkers like Derrida and
deconstructionist theory—characterized
by semantic deferral and uncovering inner
textual contradictions—can be applied
effectively in the critique of postmodernist
literature; it serves as a precise and
valuable tool for the analysis of such
works.
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