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Available online: the nature of language from an ontological perspective, while others have examined it from
September 06, 2025 an instrumental standpoint. In the meantime, intellectuals such as Fardid, one of the

contemporary Iranian philosophers, and Davari Ardakani, one of the famous Iranian
thinkers and one of Fardi's very close students, have explained the nature of language from
an ontological perspective. Under the influence of three intellectual sources: the wisdom of
Anas, the mysticism of Ibn Arabi, and the thoughts of Heidegger, Fardid divides history into
five periods: the past, yesterday, tomorrow, and the day after tomorrow. In Fardid's
thought, language has been removed from its divine origin and reduced to an instrumental
Keywords: nature due to the distance from history. Therefore, Fardid aims to provide the possibility of
reaching history and reviving the language that was created by God through etymology and
poetry adorned with allusive language. Fardid's view of poetry is a sublime thought that,
due to its reminder of the afterlife, helps humanity towards the language of a unified nation
and eternal time. Fardid, with Heidegger's ontological perspective, considers poetry to be
based on the structure of the connection between language and existence. Davari is also
influenced by three geometries of thought: individualist thoughts, Islamic mysticism, and
Western philosophical and linguistic teachings, especially Heidegger. He also does not
consider language to be the result of convention and traces the origin of language to the
eternal time and the eternal world, when language expresses the truth of existence.
According to Davari, due to the self-reliance of man and the acquisition of metaphysics in
the era of hardship, meaninglessness and confusion have arisen in today's language.
Therefore, Davari, with the help of poetry and true poets, tries to take a step towards
restoring the dignity of the original language and reviving the neglected truth of existence.
In Davari's view, poetry is an example of the exaltation of language that comes from the
world of nothingness. This research aims to review and compare Fardid's and Davari's views
on language and poetry using a descriptive-analytical method.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The discussion of language and
understanding it has long been a focus of
philosophical attention in both the West
and the East. The first attempts to
understand the concept of language were
made by Greek philosophers such as
Heraclitus, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. In
our tradition, philosophers and thinkers
like Farabi, Ibn Sina, and Nasir Khusraw
have also offered noteworthy discussions
on the nature of language and its
components. Furthermore, in the 20th
century, contemplation on language
occupied not only linguists but also
continental  philosophers,  analytical
philosophers, philosophers of language,
and others. From ancient times, both in
the West and the East, literary figures,
philosophers, and logicians  have
expressed their views and definitions of
poetry. Philosophers have consistently
held either a negative or affirmative stance
towards poetry and poets. For instance,
the conflict between philosophy and
poetry, as seen in Plato’s critical approach
to poetry and poets in the Republic (Rosen,
2019: 29-61), to the rehabilitation of poetry
and poets by his student Aristotle with a
different interpretation of mimesis, has
been a point of interest for researchers in
the history of Western philosophy. Figures
like Sir Philip Sidney, Shelley, Coleridge,
Nietzsche, Hegel, and Schlegel have
spoken in defense of poetry or in favor of
the harmony between philosophy and
poetry. In the 20th century, philosophers
such as Heidegger and Badiou, among
others, had a positive view of poetry.
“These philosophers not only view poetry
without doubt in the acquisition of
knowledge but consider it a fundamental
epistemological act in confronting
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existence and as a serious and effective
activity in human intellectual, cultural, and
social life” (Futoohi, 2022: 157). In the
contemporary era, Fardid (1910-2000) and
Davari (b. 1943) are among those who have
given a special place to language and
poetry in their intellectual projects and
have presented unique perspectives on
poetry and being a poet. It is important to
note that due to the teacher-student
relationship between Fardid and Davari,
influences and interactions are inevitably
present between them. Undoubtedly, a
review of the ideas of these two thinkers in
dialogue with each other will open new
horizons in the genealogy of linguistic and
poetic contemplations in the
contemporary Iranian tradition and will
shed light on the views of one of the
important contemporary Iranian
intellectual currents in engaging with
language and poetry.

2. Research Background

Based on our investigations, no
independent research, in the form of a
book or article, has yet been conducted on
the comparative analysis between Ahmad
Fardid and Reza Davari. Farzad Ballo, in his
book Iranian Intellectuals and the Problem
of Language (2024), discusses and
examines the characteristics of language
from Davari Ardakani’s perspective.

3. Methodology

This research has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method. Before
delving into the nature of language and
poetry in the thought of Fardid and Davari,
an overview of their intellectual worlds
will first be provided.
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4. Discussion

Throughout =~ Western and Eastern
philosophical traditions up to the present
era, various viewpoints on language and its
nature have been proposed in different
domains. Some have examined the nature
of language from an ontological
perspective, while others have viewed it as
a tool. Among contemporary intellectuals,
figures like Fardid, an Iranian philosopher,
and Davari Ardakani, a prominent Iranian
thinker and a close student of Fardid, have
explained the nature of language from an
ontological standpoint. Fardid, influenced
by three intellectual streams—Anisean
wisdom, Ibn Arabi's mysticism, and
Heidegger’s ideas—divides history into five
periods: the day before vyesterday,
yesterday, tomorrow, and the day after
tomorrow. In Fardid’s thought, as a result
of distancing from the “day before
yesterday” of history, language has moved
away from its divine origin and has been
reduced to an instrumental characteristic.
Therefore, through etymology and poetry,
which adorn language with indication,
Fardid aims to enable a return to the “day
before yesterday” and revive a language
whose originator was God. Fardid’s
conception of poetry is that of a sublime
thinking that, by containing the
remembrance of the “day after tomorrow,”
guides humanity towards a unified
language and everlasting time. With
Heidegger's  ontological  perspective,
Fardid considers poetry to be constructed
from the connection between language
and Being.

Davari, too, is influenced by three
intellectual  architectures:  Fardidian
thought, Islamic mysticism, and Western
philosophical and linguistic teachings,
particularly Heidegger. He also does not
proposing ways to overcome the
limitations of existing language, seek an
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consider language to be a product of
convention and traces the origin of
language back to primordial time and the
realm of Alast, when language was the
expression of the truth of existence.
According to Davari, due to human self-
centeredness and the prevalence of
metaphysics in times of hardship,
meaninglessness and chaos have emerged
in contemporary language. Therefore, by
invoking poetry and true poets, Davari
endeavors to take a step towards restoring
the dignity of the original language and
reviving the neglected truth of existence.
In Davari’s view as well, poetry is the
supreme example of language, originating
from the realm of non-being. This
research aims to revisit and compare the
views of Fardid and Davari on language
and poetry using a descriptive-analytical
method.

5. Conclusion

In a general summation, Fardid and Davari
agree on the notion that language
transcends conventional matters. Of
course, it should be mentioned that Fardid
identifies God as the originator of
language, believing that words descend
from heaven, whereas Davari does not
mention God. However, Davari’s
conception of the originator of language
can ultimately be attributed to God. Both
Fardid and Davari believe that due to the
lack of thought, the intrinsic connection
between the signifier and the signified has
been lost, causing signifiers, instead of
carrying true meaning, to become
meaningless or to acquire different
meanings. This is why they divide language
into explicit language and indicative
language. Fardid and Davari, each by

approach to enable the revival of the
ultimate language. In the pursuit of
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returning to the primordial language,
Fardid recommends etymology,
lexicological genealogy, and classical
poetry due to their foundation in
indicative = language, while  Davari
recommends poetry because of its roots in
indicative language and the poet’s
presence in the proximity of God. For
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Fardid, poetry is a sublime thought that,
through the remembrance of the “day
after tomorrow,” can guide humanity in
times of hardship towards everlasting time
and a unified language. Davari, also
considering poetry as sublime thought,
regards it as the most complete
manifestation of Being.
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