Literary-philosophical researches

Volume 2. Issue 2. Autumn & Winter 2024-25. Pages 87 to 102.

Research Paper

The Application of "fear-awareness" and "death-
awareness" of Heidegger's Authentic Existence in
Molana's Masnavi

Maryam Haqgshenas"

! Ph. D in Persian Language and Literature

d 10.22080 /1pr.2025.28067.1067

Received:
November 19, 2024
Accepted:
February 24, 2025
Available online:
March 19, 2025

Keywords:

Heidegger, Molavi,
Authentic existence,
Inauthentic existence,
Fear-awareness, Death-
awareness, Masnavi

Abstract

The duality surrounding the choice between authentic and inauthentic existence
is an approach observable in mysticism, particularly in mystical and philosophical
narratives. An individual, by understanding the situation they are in, can make an
authentic choice. The opportunity to be authentic or inauthentic is realized
through interaction with the surroundings or the world of meaning. The most
prominent distinguishing feature of authentic existence is the awareness of its
unusual yet desirable state. An inauthentic existence forgets itself as an
independent being and succumbs to desires that distance it from its true longing.
It seems that Molavi believes mysticism begins at the point where inauthentic
existence abandons the mundanity of daily life and seeks authentic desire,
striving to understand itself, its fellow beings, and the world. In the views of
Molavi and Heidegger, the lack of knowledge of authentic existence regarding
being and its possibilities leads it to become absorbed in the ordinary concerns
of the world, causing it to forget itself as an independent individual. However,
authentic existence, in addition to being aware of its possibilities, perceives itself
as unfamiliar and heterogeneous in the world. It feels fear and alienation from
"being in the world" and seeks to achieve authentic openness through this fear-
awareness and contemplation of death—which is attained by overcoming
conventional perceptions. The foundation of the breakthroughs of the existence
of authentic being lies in listening and heeding the inner call; typically, these
heartfelt calls are heard in border situations, and it is in such circumstances that
the conditions for returning to authenticity and escaping inauthenticity are
created. Fear-awareness and consequently death-awareness also manifest in
emergency and exceptional conditions. In fact, it is through the process of these
two propositions that a person can reach individuality and transform from a
dispersed individual into a singular being. From the moment an individual steps
into the realm of existence, they strive to resolve this feeling of unfamiliarity and
alienation of "being in the world" in two ways: either by immersing themselves in
the affairs of the surrounding world and its desires or by attempting to reach a
higher openness by avoiding daily habits.
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