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Abstract

This study conducts a comparative hermeneutic analysis of the works of Forough
Farrokhzad and T.S. Eliot. Drawing on Hans-Georg Gadamer's hermeneutics, the
present study aims to uncover both the commonalities and differences in the
philosophical, social, and humanistic dimensions of these two prominent poets'
works. The findings reveal that despite their cultural and historical disparities,
both poets share a common concern for the experiences of modern humanity.
Fundamental themes such as loneliness, alienation, and the search for meaning,
as ubiquitous experiences of contemporary humans, are prominently featured in
both works. However, the manner in which these themes are expressed, and the
use of symbolism differ significantly. Farrokhzad, with her direct and emotive
language, challenges social norms and explores individual identity within a
traditional society, while Eliot, employing complex and symbolic language,
depicts the existential crises of modern humans in an industrial society.
Comparative analysis reveals that while both poets utilize symbols such as water,
city, and nature, their works’ application and semantic weight vary. Moreover, the
narrative structures of the two poets' works also exhibit significant differences.
Farrokhzad employs a more linear and direct narrative structure, while Eliot
utilizes a fragmented and stream-of-consciousness approach. This research
demonstrates that Gadamerian hermeneutics provides a powerful tool for in-
depth analysis of literary works and for uncovering their hidden layers of
meaning.
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“What are the roots that clutch, what
branches grow

Out of this stony rubbish? Son of man,

You cannot say, or guess, for you know
only

A heap of broken images.”
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“April is the cruellest month, breeding

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain.”
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"The river’s tent is broken: the last fingers
of leaf
Clutch and sink into the wet bank.”
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"Let us go then, you and I,

When the evening is spread out against the
sky

Like a patient etherized upon a table.”
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"April is the cruellest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain.”
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"Unreal City,

Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,

A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so
many,

I had not thought death had undone so
many.”
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"Let us go then, you and I,

When the evening is spread out against the
sky

Like a patient etherized upon a table.”
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“Time present and time past

Are both perhaps present in time future,

And time future contained in time past.”
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"Let us go then, you and I,

When the evening is spread out against the
sky

Like a patient etherized upon a table.”
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"April is the cruellest month, breeding

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring

Dull roots with spring rain.”
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“What are the roots that clutch, what
branches grow

Out of this stony rubbish? Son of man,

You cannot say, or guess, for you know
only

A heap of broken images.”
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You cannot say, or guess, for you know
only

A heap of broken images.”
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"He who was living is now dead

We who were living are now dying
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"“What are the roots that clutch, what
branches grow

Out of this stony rubbish? Son of man,
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"In my beginning is my end. In succession

Houses rise and fall, crumble, are ex-
tended,

Are removed, destroyed, restored, or in
their place

i

Is an open field, or a factory, or a by-pass.’
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With a little patience.”
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"Time present and time past

Are both perhaps present in time future,

And time future contained in time past.”
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"Time present and time past

Are both perhaps present in time future,

And time future contained in time past.”
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“In my beginning is my end. In succession

Houses rise and fall, crumble, are ex-
tended,

Are removed, destroyed, restored, or in
their place

i

Is an open field, or a factory, or a by-pass.’
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"Time present and time past

Are both perhaps present in time future,
And time future contained in time past.”
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