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Abstract

The so-called ‘conflict between philosophy and poetry’, as can be seen in Plato
and Aristotle, has two dimensions: first, to place poetry in a position inferior to
philosophy, and second, to absorb poetry in philosophy. The purpose of this study
is to draw the main lines of Ibn Rushd's argument, based on a kind of close
reading, in the work known as Middle Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics so that
based on them, the claim that Ibn Rushd, following Plato and Aristotle (each in his
own way), depicted this conflict in the mentioned work. When this conflict
reaches the tradition of Muslim philosophers in the Middle Ages, specifically Ibn
Rushd, it is divided into two conflicts: first, the conflict between revelation and
poetry, and second, the conflict between philosophy and revelation/poetry. It
should be noted that the distinction that Ibn Rushd himself makes between
natural nations [al-umam al-tabiiyyah] and so-called unnatural nations is a
pivotal distinction for the present research.
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Averroes on Plato's Republic, trans-
lated with an introduction and
notes by Ralph Lerner, Cornel
University Press. .\qV¥

Averroes' Three Short Commen-
taries on Aristotle's "Topics",
"Rhetoric", and "Poetics", Ed-
ited and Translated by Charles
Butterworth, Albany State
University Press, .\q9VV

Herodotus and the Philosophy of
Empire, Ann Ward, Baylor Uni-
versity Press, .YooA

Ibn Khaldin's Philosophy of History,
A study in the philosophic
foundation of the science of
culture, Muhsin Mahdi,
Routledge, \96V

Complete Works of Plato, Edited
with Introduction and Notes
John. M. Cooper, Hackett Pub-
lishing Company, .\99V

Philosophy and Law, Leo Strauss,
Contributions to the Under-
standing of Maimonides and
his Predecessors, Translated
with an Introduction by Eve
Adler, State University of New
York, .\994

Plato and the Politics of Aristotle's
Poetics, Elliot Bartky, The re-
view of Politics, OF(F): #Ve-0Aq,
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Political Thought in Medival Islam,

An introductory outline, Erwin
Rosenthal, Cambridge, .\95Y
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Aristotle and the Politics of Herodo-
tus's "History", Elliot Bartky,
The Review of Politics, vol. #¥.
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Aristotle's ~ "Poetics" in  the
Fourtheenth Century, William
F.Boggess, Studies in Philol-
ogy, vol. $V, No. ¥, pp. YAE-YVA,

July .\9Ve

Aristotle's On Poetics, translated by
Seth Benardete and Michael
Davis, Introduction by Michael
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South Bend, Indiana, .YeeY

Averroes' Middle Commentary on
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and introduced by Charles
Butterworth, ST. Augustine's
Press, South Bend, Indiana.
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Politics, Aristotle, with an English
Translation by H. Rackham,
M.A., Harvard  University
Press, .\909

The Argument and the Action of Pla-
to's Laws, Leo Strauss, The
University of Chicago Press,
Chicago and London, .19Vo

The Guide for the Perplexed, Moses
Maimonides, Translated and
with an introduction and
Notes by Sholmo Pines, the
university of Chicago Press,
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