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Abstract

One of the social problems of the world is the phenomenon of consumerism. In
the present article, the writer intends to study the influence of this phenomenon
on society and its members as presnted in one of the best-seller novels of Edith
Wharton, The House of Mirth, according the sociological theory of Jean
Baudrillard, the French philosopher. Baudrillard believes that consumerism has
had so msny effects on society among which identity problem is the worst one
indeed. Characters in this novels are also bewildered in relations to their identity
because they have been trauned to know and value themselves according to the
objects they possess. Besides that, the charceters cannot form healthy social
relations because the merit of people are understood my their material property.
The value of the present study lies in the fact that the phenomenon of
consumerism is still spreading widely in different parts of the world.
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